by  Bryan  Baker 

Shiner,  Texas  —  This  much  I  know  for  sure: 

At  about  8  p.m.,  Saturday,  May  8,  in  Shiner,  Texas,  officers  of  the  Texas 
Department  of  Public  Safety  shot  and  killed  Hazle  Mathis,  and  critically  wound¬ 
ed  Van  Lee  Mathis,  Sr.,  Hazle’s  brother.  With  two  stray  bullets,  they  killed  Van 
Lee’s  six -year-old  son,  Van  Lee  Mathis,  Jr. 

The  Mathises  are  black.  The  two  DPS  patrolmen,  J.E.  Aycock  and  L.B. 
Gamble  of  Hallettsville,  are  white. 

Van  Lee  Mathis,  now  recovering  in  Shiner  Hospital,  has  been  charged  with 
two  counts  of  assault  with  intent  to  murder.  The  two  officers  are  still  on  duty. 

The  rest  of  the  story  is  pretty  confused.  Eyewitnesses  have  given  conflicting 
stories  to  the  news  media,  (stories  which  have  been  printed  with  few  of  the  con¬ 
tradictions  resolved.) 

The  investigating  agencies  (including  the  DPS,  Lavaca  County  officials,  the 
Texas  Rangers  and  the  FBI)  are  playing  things  pretty  close  to  their  chests.  The 
investigators  who  have  made  statements  all  say  that  the  two  men  were  shot  in 


self-defense,  but  after  all,  that’s  what  they  always  say.  The  two  patrolmen, 
Gamble  and  Aycock,  aren’t  talking. 

Black  people  in  Shiner,  friends  and  neighbors  of  the  Mathises,  are  clearly 
afraid  of  talking  about  the  incident.  They  must  know  somethin’,  but  they  don’t 
say  nothin’. 

The  following  account  (holes  and  all)  is  gleaned  from  various  newspaper 
m  accounts,  from  talking  to  reporters  who  gathered  information  on  the  scene  and 
from  talking  to  people  attending  the  double  funeral  in  Shiner  (including  State 
Rep.  Curtis  Graves  of  Houston.) 

Early  Saturday  night,  Millard  Mathis  and  his  wife  Aurillas  were  riding  in  a 
car  driven  by  Hazle  Mathis,  their  son.  They  were  stopped  by  officers  Gamble 
and  Aycock  because,  according  to  the  officers,  they  were  weaving  down  the 
road.  Millard  and  Hazle  were  taken  into  custody:  Hazle  for  allegedly  driving 
while  intoxicated,  Millard  for  alleged  drunkenness.  (Millard  claims  that  he  did 
not  learn  the  charge  against  him  until  the  next  day.) 

Mrs.  Mathis  asked  to  be  driven  home.  Gamble  drove  her  in  the  Mathis  car, 
while  Aycock  drove  Millard  and  Hazle  in  the  patrol  car. 

The  events  on  the  highway  were  visible  from  Ace  Holt’s  Bar,  where  Van  Lee 
Mathis,  Sr.,  Retavious  Mathis  (a  third  brother)  and  one  of  Retavious’  friends 
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UP  WITH 
INTELLECTUAL 
SNOBS  I 

Dear  Space  City: 

Tito  Francona  is  himself  in  the 
wrong  when  he  writes  in  that  Steve 
Welzer’s  article  on  the  demise  of  Rad¬ 
ical  Chic  is  the  work  of  an  intellectual 
snob.  I  didn’t  re-read  Welzer’s  article 
because  it  did  not  tell  me  milch  I 
didn’t  know  or  could  not  have  figured 
out  -  -  except  for  a  better  picture  of 
what  Huey  did  say  and  mean  at  the 
convention.  If  Welzer  is  an  intellec¬ 
tual  snob  -  -  so  be  it,  say  I,  being  one 
myself. 

But  Tito  is  wrong  to  want  to  off  all 
snobs  from  the  Movement.  Because 
there  is  one  thing  that  us  intellectual 
snobs  have  that  the  activists  usually 
lack:  money.  Also  college  degrees  and 
influence. 

In  other  words,  when  you  start  de¬ 
scribing  people  in  terms  of  their  minds 
instead  of  their  life-styles,  the  spec¬ 
trum  of  possibilities  opens  out,  and 
it’s  easy  to  mistake  your  definition 
and  therefore  to  discriminate.  Mance 
Lipscomb  is  just  another  poor  black 
Texas  dirt  farmer  -  -  but  he  is  also 
Jesus  Christ. 

Give  a  snob  with  money  some  ideas, 
and  if  he  has  a  liberal  education  he 
will  have  liberal  ideas.  They  may  be 
ridiculous  or  simple  ideas,  mind  you, 
but  he’s  thinking,  and  he  can  help  turn 
thoughts  into  votes  quicker  than  most 
Yippies. 

Even  if  he  discriminates  against 
you  through  his  passivity,  he’s  not 
going  to  relish  it  when  enough  of  you 
let  him  know  that  you  were  jailed 
without  a  warrant.  And  he’ll  work  to 
do  something  about  it,  if  only  to 
maintain  one  or  another  silly  “liberal 
principle.” 

So  what  if  he  thinks  that  blacks, 
hippies  yippies,  Indians,  are  a  “plea¬ 
sant  intellectual  diversion?”  What 
the  hell,  if  you  can  catch  his  butter¬ 
fly  attention,  his  wallet  may  just  open 
for  you,  your  brothers  and  sisters, 
and  the  ACLU. 

Signed, 

Effete  Snob 
Houston 

UNDESIRABLES 
IN  THE 
MONTROSE 

To  the  editor: 

I  have  been  observing  with  in¬ 
creasing  alarm  the  depressing  effect 
upon  our  neighborhood  caused  by  the 
undesirables  that  abide  around  here. 

I  am  getting  tired  of  hearing  our 
clients  complain  that  as  they  came  in, 
some  long-haired  hippy  tried  to  sell 
them  a  carnation  or  a  copy  of  some 
obscene,  radical  newspaper.  They  get 
really  red  when  they  see  more  of  them 
in  the  bank  itself.  Several  have  given 
this  information  as  reasons  as  to  why 
they  withdrew  their  funds  to  another 
bank. 

This  neighborhood  and  business  dis¬ 
trict,  particularly  along  Westheimer 


and  Montrose,  is  already  image-poor 
in  regards  to  the  reputation  of  other 
businesses  that  cater  to  a  less-than- 
straight  element. 

I  think  that  it  is  time  for  local 
authorities  to  bestir  themselves  and 
do  something  about  a  situation  that  is 
affecting  the  business  community  it¬ 
self  as  well  as  demoralizing  the  persons 
that  live  around  here. 

I  hope  that  you  print  this  letter 
and  show  Houston  that  some  business 
men  rare  and  are  not  afraid  to  speak 
out  on  vital  issues  like  this  one. 

Sincerely, 

a  young  bank  executive 


PIGS'  SAYS 


MRS  B 

People  of  Space  City, 

I’ve  been  reading  your  paper  for  a 
year  and  a  half.  At  first  I  thought  all 
the  stuff  you  wrote  about  the  Hous¬ 
ton  Police  was  somewhat  stretched. 
But  it  happens.  We  had  a  garbage  pro¬ 
test  here  on  the  North  Side.  And  the 
reality  of  all  the  shit  the  Houston 
Police  put  down  hit  us  right  in  the 
face.  Last  summer  at  the  garbage  pro¬ 
test  the  Houston  “Pigs”  were  just 
snatching  people  out  of  cars  who  were 
passing  and  didn’t  know  what  the  hell 
was  going  on.  People  were  arrested  for 
trying  to  talk,  people  were  cursed, 
women  were  dragged  and  one  lady  had 
a  miscarriage. 

It  is  really  a  shame  we  have  this 
kind  of  law  enforcement,  it  is  not  just 
happening  today,  but  has  gone  on  a 
long  time.  Poor  people  were  too 
scared  to  say  anything.  I  admire  you 
people  for  telling  the  truth!  But  the 


law  enforcement  is  sinful,  disgraceful. 
Make  law-abiding  people  really  take  a 
long  hard  look  at  this.  At  first  I  didn’t 
like  the  word  “Pigs”  applied  to  the 
people  who  are  to  protect  us.  Now,  to 
face  up  to  it  the  word  fits  the  Houston 
Police  perfectly. 

I  don’t  know  the  solution  to  the 
Houston  “Pigs.”  But  the  first  thing  is 
to  get  Louie  Welch  out  of  office.  Then 
Police  Chief  Short  will  soon  follow. 
And  away  with  police  brutality.  At 
least  with  concerned  officials  some¬ 
thing  can  be  done  about  the  Houston 
“Pigs.” 

Keep  the  good  work  up.  Someday 
we  will  overcome! 

Mrs.  B. 

Houston 

GHOST  GRANT 
AND  HIS 
EVIL  DOPE 

Space  City! 

The  necrophiliac  omni-writer,  Jeff 
Williams,  left  for  his  latest  sojum  in 
Hell  this  morning,  but  not  without 
asking  me  to  send  his  apologies  to 
Brian:  the  May  4  sheet  got  here  just 
an  hour  after  Jeff  had  left  his  anti- 
Brian  jazz  review  in  the  SC!  mailbox. 
Brian  is  finally  offing  DOPE,  and  JW 
had  criticized  him  for  not  yet  doing 
so. 

And  yet  .  .  .  and  yet  ...  is  it  not 
possible  that  this  insidious  Ghost 
Grant,  whom  few,  even  at  Space  City!, 
have  ever  seen,  except  in  drug  deler- 
iums  ...  is  it  not  possible  that  Grant 
is  an  agent  of  some  greater  Evil,  a 
phantasm  sent  to  destroy  us  in  the 
very  act  of  our  progression?  What 
sinister  motives  drive  Brian  to  seek  to 
control  the  minds  of  Houston  freaks 
and  yippies  through  the  advocacy  the 
evil  MARIJUANA,  only  to  turn  a- 
gainst  the  drug  now,  in  this  crisis  hour 
of  Nixonian  Democracy  —  which  is  no 
democracy  at  all? 

Have  a  care,  Brian:  there  are  more 
things  in  Heaven  and  Washington  than 
are  dreamt  of  in  your  philosophy. 

Signed, 

Honest  John  Drake 
(for  all  the  jazz  freaks) 

NEARTOWN 

ASSOCIATION: 

GET  TOGETHER 

Dear  Space  City, 

I  have  just  had  an  idea  on  how  to 
really  get  together  the  people  in  our 
neighborhood  to  make  it  a  better 
place  to  live  (which  is  what  Space 
City!  is  all  about,-  really).  You  may 
not  be  aware  of  it,  but  there  is  another 
organization,  the  Neartown  Associa¬ 
tion,  which  is  working  towards  the 
same  goal. 

So  if  you  were  to  get  together 
your  readers  with  their  members,  it 
would  really  make  more  sense  than 
working  separately.  You  can  get  in 
touch  with  the  Neartown  Association 
at  523-5557. 

The  Neartown  Association  en¬ 
compasses  the  area  from  Shepherd  to 
Richmond  to  West  Gray  to  somewhere 
over  by  Sears.  So  I  do  hope  you  really 
will  think  about  it. 

Your  reader, 

Catherine  Herinsath 
Houston 
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DOWNTOWN 
Al's  Leather 
Aquarian  Books 
Big  City  News 
Cosmos  News 
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Milam  Book  Store 
News  Center 
Pandoras 
Round-the-Clock 
Sam  Houston  Books 
Tex  News 
U.S.  Factory 
World  News 

VILLAGE 
Bay  Surf  Shop 
Bead  Shop 
Village  News 


in  Flea  Market 
508  Louisiana 
1414  Milam 
1216  Prairie 
810’/2  Preston 
1520  Texas 
1721  Main 
410  Main 
2805  Milam 
61 1  San  Jacinto 
120  Milam 
1407  Milam 
918  Travis 
804  Elgin 
810  Preston 
1208  Texas 


2445  Times 
Times 

2480  Bolsover 


SOUTHWEST 

Budget  Tapes 
Budget  Tapes 
Egad 

Sam  Houston  Books  Galleria 
Sunshine  Co.  Galleria 


5330  W.  Bellfort 
5421  Bellaire 
5000  Westheimer 


NORTH  SIDEi 

Surf  House 
Time  Leather 


1729  W.  34 
7516  Fulton 


MONTROSE 
Budget  Tapes 
Grass  Hut 
Green  Acres 
Paisley  Co. 
Time  to  Read 
Tortilla  Flat 
Zone  6 


THIRD  WARD 
Art  &  Objects 
Campus  Pharmacy 
Pathfinder  Bkstore 
U.  of  Houston 

SOUTH  MAIN 
Ace  News 
S.  Main  Books 
Guy's  News 
Main  St.  News 


1218  Westheimer 
1200  Alabama 
1338  Westheimer 
2016  Montrose 
31 1 0  S.  Shepherd 
918  Welch 
1216  Westheimer 


1931  Scott 
2705  Cullen 
3806  Wheeler 
Cougar  Den  rack 


8180  S.  Main 
6627  S.  Main 

3622  Main 
4418  Mam 


and.  ..  Space  City!  1217  Wichita 


SOUTHEAST 
Bay  Surf 
Bellfort  Books 
Budget  Tapes 
G.l.  Surplus 


509  Southmore 
7143  E.  Bellfort 
1321  College 
8228  Gulf  Fwy. 


SPRING  BRANCH-MEMORIAL 
Budget  Tapes 
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Chicago  8  defense  attorney  William 
Kunstler  has  agreed  to  defend  Johnny 
Coward  and  Bartee  Haile,  charged 
with  two  felony  counts,  but  it  is  un¬ 
clear  at  this  writing  whether  the  court 
will  agree  to  postpone  the  trial  so 
Kunstler  can  participate. 

On  Thursday,  May  13,  184th 

District  Court  Judge  Wallace  C.  Moore 
denied  a  defense  application  for  a 
continuance  that  would  have  delayed 
the  trial  date  from  May  17  to  late 
August  when  Kunstler  will  be  free 
from  commitments  in  New  York  and 
Maryland.  The  application  for  con¬ 
tinuance  was  filed  by  New  Orleans 
attorney  Ben  Smith  who  is  also  on  the 
defense  team  along  with  Kunstler  and 
three  Austin  attorneys  recommended 
by  Kunstler. 

After  listening  to  arguments  by 
Smith  and  by  Bob  Bennet  of  the 
Harris  County  District  Attorney’s 
office,  who  argued  against  postponing 
the  case,  Moore  agreed  with  the  D.A. 
and  said  the  trial  would  start  Monday 
morning.  According  to  a  press  release 
from  the  Committee  to  Defend  and 
Support  Coward  and  Haile,  none  of 
the  five  lawyers  will  be  available  until 
late  August  and  none  will  be  in  Court 
on  May  17.  Bartee  claims  he’ll  be 
there  alone  when  the  trial  starts  and 
that  he  won’t  accept  a  court  appoint¬ 
ed  attorney  if  one  is  offered. 

Friday,  the  defense  filed  two  form¬ 
al  motions  in  the  District  Court.  One 
was  a  formal  motion  for  continuance 
based  on  “unavailability  of  the  five 
lawyers  of  Haile’s  choice,  the  un¬ 
availability  of  key  defense  witnesses 
and  the  impossibility  of  preparing  an 
adequate  defense  in  time.”  The  sec¬ 
ond  motion  challenges  “local  jury 
selection  based  on  economic,  race  and 
sex  discrimination  which  consistently 
result  in  violation  of  the  principle  of 
fair  and  impartial  trial  by  a  jury  of 
one’s  peers.” 

As  we  go  to  press,  there  can  only 
be  speculation  as  to  Monday  morn¬ 
ing’s  outcome  when  Bartee  goes  to 
trial  without  his  attorneys.  (Coward’s 
trial  has  been  separated  from  Haile’s 
and  will  be  held  at  a  later  date.) 
Possibilities  range  from  Moore  de¬ 
ciding  to  postpone  the  case  to  finding 
Bartee  in  contempt  of  court  for  re¬ 
fusing  to  accept  a  court  appointed 
attorney  in  lieu  of  his  own  choice. 
Bartee  contends  that  he  is  entitled  to 
the  counsel  of  his  choice,  in  this  case 
Kunstler. 

The  prosecution  in  the  case  has 
argued  against  granting  a  delay.  It 
appears  they  would  like  to  get  the 
trial  out  of  the  way  as  quickly  as 
possible,  with  a  minimum  of  attention 
focused  on  the  Houston  Police  Depart¬ 
ment’s  law  enforcement  methods.  At 
a  rally  held  Sunday  in  Hermann  Park 
in  support  of  Coward  and  Haile,  a 
good  number  of  Houstonians,  feeling 

that  what  is  happening  to  Bartee  and 
Johnny  might  happen  to  other  citizens 
who  speak  out  against  injustice,  in¬ 
dicated  they  would  not  let  the  trial 
pass  by  quietly. 

Coward  and  Haile  were  both  arrest¬ 
ed  at  Ben  Taub  Hospital  as  they  were 
recovering  from  wounds  received 
while  attempting  to  rescue  Carl  Hamp¬ 
ton  as  he  lay  dying  on  Dowling  St. 
last  July.  He  had  been  shot  by  sharp¬ 
shooter  members  of  the  Criminal  In¬ 
telligence  Division  of  the  Houston 
Police  Department.  A  cloud  of  con¬ 
fusion  exists  in  the  minds  of  many 
Houstonians  concerning  the  events  of 
that  evening  —  no  doubt  due  in  part  to 
the  fact  that  local  white  media  cover¬ 
age  of  the  incidents  surrounding  the 
shootings  (with  a  few  notable  ex¬ 
ceptions  like  Pacifica  and  KAUM-FM 
radio  and  Space  City!)  was  limited  to 
paraphrasing  official  police  reports. 


On  Trial 


For  10  days  preceding  the  shootout 
on  Dowling  St.  the  atmosphere  had 
been  tense  as  members  of  MAYO  and 
John  Brown  Revolutionary  League 
had  joined  People’s  Party  II  members 
to  help  them  defend  their  community 
center  in  the  Third  Ward  from  an  ex¬ 
pected  police  attack.  No  laws  had 
been  broken,  but  the  police  were 
claiming  that  a  riot  could  erupt  any 
minute.  (Carl  Hampton  had  said, 
“Riot  is  exactly  what  we’re  going  to 
try  to  stop.”  He  had  spoken  out  many 
times  against  riots  in  the  Black  com¬ 
munity,  arguing  that  such  actions 
simply  destroy  what  property  Blacks 
have  and  give  the  police  the  opportun¬ 
ity  to  invade  the  Black  communities  in 
large  numbers.) 


On  the  evening  of  July  26,  1970, 
word  spread  that  white  men  in  civilian 
clothes  had  been  spotted  on  top  of  St. 
John’s  Church  down  the  street  from 
the  People’s  Party  community  center. 
Hampton  sent  two  men,  armed,  to  in¬ 
vestigate,  telling  them  to  shoot  only 
in  self  defense.  After  the  men  left  two 
shots  were  heard  from  down  the  street 
and  the  two  men  ran  back  to  the 
community  center  saying  they  had 
been  fired  upon  from  atop  the  church. 

Hampton  then  walked  down  the 
block  towards  the  church,  and  as  he 
stepped  out  into  the  street  to  get  a 
better  view  of  the  roof  he  was  hit  in 
the  stomach  by  a  police  bullet  —  a  so- 
called  dum-dum  bullet,  the  kind  that 
tumbles  upon  entering  the  body  to 
leave  a  gaping  wound. 

As  he  lay  in  the  street,  more  shots 
were  fired  and  a  number  of  people 
tried  to  rescue  Hampton.  Among  these 
were  Coward  and  Haile;  Haile  was  hit 
twice  in  the  arm  and  Coward  was  hit 
in  the  foot  by  a  dum-dum  bullet  that 
blew  off  his  left  heel.  By  this  time  a 
gun  battle  that  raged  for  half  an  hour 
was  in  full  swing.  Hampton  was  finally 
rescued  by  a  mysterious  Volkswagon 
and  taken  to  Ben  Taub  where  he  died 
four  hours  later. 

Coward  and  Haile  were  also  taken 
to  Ben  Taub  where  two  days  later 
they  were  arrested  on  charges  of 
assault  to  murder  and  assault  to 
murder  a  policeman.  Haile  says  he 
was  unarmed  when  he  entered  the 
street  to  try  to  rescue  Hampton. 

A  number  of  questions  about  the 
incident  persist.  Was  the  police  raid  a 
well-prepared  ambush  or  were  they 
merely  responding  to  a  call  for  help 
from  an  officer  in  the  area?  The  police 
claim  that  they  were  responding  to 
reports  that  armed  Blacks  were  forc¬ 
ing  passing  motorists  on  Dowling  St. 
to  contribute  money  and  that  they 
didn’t  enter  the  area  until  around  10 
p.m.  Yet  businesses  along  the  2800 
block  of  Dowling  began  closing  well 
before  10  p.m.;  had  word  of  the  raid 
been  passed  among  the  businessmen 
along  the  street? 

How  were  over  500  specially 
equipped  police  brought  into  the  area 
so  quickly  on  city  busses  if  the  action 
was  not  planned  in  advance?  if 
there  was  no  attempt  to  gun  for  a 
particular  man,  why  were  the  rooftop 
snipers  men  from  the  Criminal  In¬ 
telligence  Division  who  could  recog¬ 
nize  militant  leaders? 

The  trial 

will  perhaps  answer  a  number  of  these 
.questions  —  provided,  of  course,  that 
there  are  defense  attorneys  present 
to  ask  them.  At  a  time  when  the 
Houston  Police  Department  is  under 
increasing  attack  for  its  inability  to 
deal  with  right  wing  acts  of  violence  in 
the  city,  it  should  be  interesting  to 
follow  a  trial  which  is  concerned  with 
an  incident  which  may  have  been  a 
similar  act  of  terrorism,  but  one 
committed  by  the  police  department 
itself. 
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Twenty-two  .30  calibre  bullets 
peppered  the  front  window  of  the 
Socialist  Workers  Party  headquarters 
it  3806  Wheeler  early  Friday  morn¬ 
ing. 

The  headquarters  was  damaged  by 
a  blast  from  a  pipe  bomb  March  12. 

One  of  the  shots  set  off  the  burglar 
alarm  in  Ricci’s  Lounge  and  Pizza 
next  door  at  3810  Wheeler. 

The  bullets,  whicl.  police  said  must 
have  been  fired  from  an  automatic 
weapon,  hit  protective  plywood  sheets 
covering  the  windows  and  shattered 
large  holes  in  the  glass  behind. 


A  woman  living  near  the  headquar¬ 
ters  and  bookstore  told  Space  City! 
that  she  was  awakened  about  4:15  a.m. 
Friday  by  the  sound  of  “machine  gun 
fire”.  The  woman,  who  wished  to  re¬ 
main  unidentified,  said  she  saw  a  dark 
car  driving  west  down  Wheeler  St.  “like 
a  bat  out  of  you-know-where.” 

She  said  that  after  a  brief  delibera¬ 
tion  she  called  the  police  about  4:30 
a.m.  “I  felt  it  was  my  civic  duty,”  "she 
said.  She  said  that  about  4:45  a.m. 
two  patrol  cars  arrived  at  the  head¬ 
quarters  and  bookstore. 


The  witness  said  that  she  was  not 
afraid  to  get  involved  in  the  case,  nor 
was  she  fearful  of  repercussions.  She 
said  that  if  asked,  she  would  testify  in 
court  about  what  she  saw. 

The  shooting  was  also  reported  at 
about  8:30  a.m..  when  an  employee 
at  Ricci’s  Pizza,  located  next  door  to 
the  SWP  headquarters,  noticed  a  bullet 
hole  in  the  door  of  the  restaurant.  The 
report  was  filed  as  a  burglary. 

Debby  Leonard,  SWP  candidate  for 
mayor,  noted  that  the  incident  occur¬ 


red  the  same  night  that  the  local  chap¬ 
ter  of  the  United  Klans  of  America  has 
its  regular  meeting.  She  said  that  such 
indidents  often  occur  Thursday  nights 
and  Friday  mornings. 

In  a  news  release,  the  Committee  to 
Defend  Democratic  Rights  in  Houston 
said,  “These  acts  have  been  repeated 
time  and  time  again.  Must  we  wait  un¬ 
til  someone  is  killed  before  the  guilty 
are  uncovered?”  The  statement  reiter- 
-ated  criticism,  of  the  mayor  and  local 
officials  for  making  no  arrests  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  attacks. 


SWP  headquarters  after  shooting. 


Thirty-two  others,  ages  18  to  21, 
were  also  arrested.  They  were  released 
about  two  hours  later  and  charged. 

“After  arriving  at  the  police  station 
the  kids  were  subjected  to  verbal 
abuse,”  said  one  witness.  Some  of  the 
cops’  comments  were,  “How  much  do 
you  charge  for  a  blow  job?”  and  “Hey 
sugar,  you  want  to  come  home  with 
me?”  Another  was  heard  to  say: 
“Which  one  of  you  men  is  really  a 
lady?” 

A  desk  sergeant  at  Reisner  called 
out  the  name  and  address  of  one  boy. 
“How  long  have  you  lived  at  that 
address?”  “Seventeen  years,”  replied 
the  boy.  “Well,  I  live  in  that  neighbor¬ 
hood.  If  I  ever  catch  you  on  my  street 
day  or  night  I’ll  run  you  in,  cause  we 
don’t  like  queers  in  that  neighbor¬ 
hood,  boy.” 

The  conditions  at  the  jail  were 
described  as  intolerable.  “There  were 
about  165  people  in  one  cell.  The 
commode  was  clogged  up  and  there 
were  flies  everywhere.  There  was  one 
cup  to  drink  out  of.  Breakfast  con¬ 
sisted  of  hard  bread,  molasses,  green 
boiled  bologna  and  something  they 
called  coffee.” 

“I  think  it’s  a  crime  cops  waste 
their  time  harassing  gays,  who  are 
really  bothering  no  one,”  someone 
said  after  the  raid.  “The  kids  came 
here  to  socialize  and  enjoy  the  music.” 

Another  witness  said,  “It  was  per¬ 
fectly  obvious  to  me  that  this  raid 
took  place  because  this  bar  was  gay. 
The  unwarranted  number  of  officers 
used  and  their  equipment  was  ridicul¬ 
ous.  While  many  serious  crimes  go  un¬ 
checked,  all  our  police  can  do  is 
persecute  a  minority.” 
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Dowling  St. 
Shoot-up 

People’s  Party  II  headquarters  and 
the  Carl  B.  Hampton  Free  Clinic  were 
added  to  the  list  of  victims  of  night¬ 
time  terrorist  attacks  early  last  Tues¬ 
day  morning  as  shotgun  blasts  from  a 
red  1970  Cutlass  slammed  into  the 
buildings  on  Dowling  St. 

During  the  attack,  Claub  Fros, 
Party  Chief  of  Staff,  was  nearly  hit. 

According  to  Robert  “Picadilly” 
Wallace,  “Claub  was  sitting  in  front  of 
a  window  watching  the  headquarters 
when  the  red  Cutlass  came  to  a  partial 
stop  in  front  of  the  building.  One  00 
buckshot  hit  the  window  and  if  it 
wasn’t  for  the  sandbags  in  front  of  the 
window,  he  would  have  been  dead.” 


case  of  criminals  to  another  criminal. 
You  take  it  to  the  jury,  the  people.’ 

In  contrast  to  the  shooting  in¬ 
cident,  which  received  virtually  no 
coverage  in  the  Houston  media  except 
the  Forward  Times  and  a  few  others, 
the  media  were  out  in  full  force  three 
days  later  on  Dowling  St.  when  the 
Party  was  evicted  from  the  Carl  Hamp¬ 
ton  Clinic  for  failure  to  pay  the  rent. 
The  Party  had  been  told  to  expect 
eviction  on  Friday  night.  They  were 
three  months  behind  on  the  rent,  and 
had  decided  not  to  resist  the  eviction 
notice.  They  were  surprised  when 
Sheriff’s  deputies  showed  up  early  in 
the  day,  accompanied  by  a  small  army 
of  newsmen  and  cameramen. 

Apparently  the  move  to  evict  the 
party  was  not  an  attempt  at  harrass- 
ment;  they  simply  didn’t  pay  the  bill. 
The  free  clinic  had  been  the  dream  of 
Carl  Hampton,  assassinated  by  Hous¬ 
ton  Police  last  July  in  another  shoot¬ 
out  on  Dowling  St. 


there  until  the  police  decided  to  look 
for  it. 

On  Friday,  May  7,  at  10:45  p.m. 
the  jubilant  mood  of  the  weekend 
crowd  was  shattered  by  the  Houston 
vice  squad.  The  raid  resulted  in  the 
arrest  of  38  people,  including  five 
employes. 

The  police  claim  that  alcohol  was 
being  sold  to  minors.  The  manager 
and  employes  say  that  no  liquor  was 
sold  to  minors  and  that  the  cops  are 
harassing  gays.  Legally,  a  person  under 
21  has  the  right  to  be  in  a  Texas  bar 
but  cannot  consume  alcohol. 

One  witness,  who  was  standing  out¬ 
side,  gave  the  following  report:  “I 
saw  uniformed  and  plainclothes  police 
arrive.  They  came  in  14  marked  and 
unmarked  cars.  There  were  dogs  in 
three  of  the  cars.  The  uniformed 
police  had  not  only  their  regular  side 
arms,  but  rifles  and  shotguns.” 

An  employe,  who  spins  records, 
and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  sale  of 
alcohol,  was  arrested  and  charged  with 
“making  alcohol  available  to  minors.” 
He  gave  this  account:  “The  cops 

arrived.  I  stepped  out  of  my  booth 
and  left  the  records  playing.  They 
tore  up  the  booth  apparently  looking 
for  narcotics.”  They  told  him  to  “sit 
down  on  the  bottom  of  the  stairs, 
you  son  of  a  bitch!” 

Four  other  employes  were  arrested, 
including  the  manager.  All  were  on  a 
“vice  hold”  for  12  hours  and  were  not 
advised  of  their  rights  or  told  what 
they  were  being  charged  with.  Later 
they  were  charged  with  “operating  an 
open  saloon”  and  “making  alcohol 
available  to  minors.” 


Buckshoot  damage  was  apparent  in 
the  front  of  the  buildings.  Pieces  of 
wood  were  tom  from  the  Party’s  sign 
and  buckshot  holes  covered  the  front 
of  the  Headquarters.  At  the  Carl 
Hampton  Health  Clinic,  which  accord¬ 
ing  to  Party  members,  had  no  win¬ 
dows  for  obvious  reasons,  “the  buck¬ 
shot  tore  two  inch  boards  to  shreds 
before  imbedding  into  brick  walls. 

According  to  Thomas  Wright  of 
the  Forward  Times,  the  party  mem¬ 
bers  said  the  incident  will  not  be 
formally  brought  to  the  attention  of 
Houston  Police.  Party  member  Harry 
Taylor  put  it,  “You  don’t  take  the 


Gay  Bar 
Harassed 


by  Ron  Young 

The  Armadillo,  a  converted  funeral 
home,  is  a  unique  gay  bar.  The  large 
red  brick  structure,  on  the  corner  of 
Milam  and  Drew,  is  the  newest  and 
most  popular  bar  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  There  has  been  no  trouble 
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On  Trial 

Prairie  View 


by  E.F.  Shawver,  Jr. 

As  of  this  writing,  certain  Prairie 
View  A&M  students,  as  well  as  matters 
in  general  at  that  predominately  black 
college,  remain  in  a  state  of  suspension. 

According  to  a  letter  recently  sent 
to  parents  and  guardians  of  students, 
the  official  number  of  students  denied 
readmittance  following  the  February 
uprising  is  84.  This  figure  was  challeng¬ 
ed  by  the  ACLU  at  a  hearing  of  its 
suit  to  gain  reinstatement  for  the  sus¬ 
pended  students.  But  whatever  num¬ 
ber  is  finally  accepted,  the  majority 
are  still  out  of  school  and  have  no 
hope  of  being  readmitted  this  semester. 

Because  time  is  running  out,  the 
ACLU  has  abandoned  an  earlier  plan 
to  appeal  to  Justice  Hugo  Black  as  the 
next  step  (to  follow  denials  to  two 
motions  for  emergency  relief  filed  in 
the  Fifth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in . 
New  Orleans).  Instead  they  plan  to 
pursue  an  appeal  of  Judge  Allen  B. 
Hannay’s  denial  of  their  original  suit 
on  March  31.  No  date  for  this  has 
been  set  so  far,  nor  have  any  trial  dates 
been  set  for  the  students  having 
criminal  charges  against  them. 

The  Texas  Senate  investigating 
committee  appointed  March  25  by  Lt. 
Gov.  Ben  Barnes  did  meet  on  April  8 
in  the  College  Hotel  on  the  Prairie 
View  campus  to  hear  some  seven 
hours  of  testimony  from  invited 
students  and  administrators  (the  com¬ 
mittee  was  formed  following  a  res¬ 
olution  by  Texas  State  Sen.  Barbara 
Jordan.)  The  hearing  was  closed  to 
newsmen  but  two  of  the  student  wit¬ 
nesses  said  later  that  the  committee 
had  impressed  them  as  “very  fair  and 
unbiased.” 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  one  of 
the  members  of  the  investigating  com¬ 
mittee,  Sen.  Joe  Christie  of  El  Paso, 
has  recently  indicated  his  interest  in 
educational  reform  by  introducing  in¬ 
to  the  Senate  the  strongest  of  several 
bills  designed  to  regulate  private  tech¬ 
nical,  business  and  trade  schools, 
many  of  which  have  become  notorious 


as  “rip-off  schools.” 

Christie  was  not  at  the  hearing  but, 
presumably,  he  will  be  given  tapes  of 
the  proceedings.  The  final  outcome  of 
the  committee’s  efforts  —  whether 
the  investigation  will  lead  to  a  more 
extensive  study  of  the  situation  and 
to  substantial  change  at  Prairie  View 
or  whether  it  will  end  without  con¬ 
clusion  and  become  a  victory  for  the 
administration  —  is  a  matter  of  great 
interest  to  the  involved  students. 

On  April  29,  students  elected  Ed¬ 
ward  Palmore  and  Wendell  Chinn  to 
be,  respectively,  president  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Student  Government 
Association.  The  pair  ran  on  the 
“Student  Power  Coalition”  ticket  and 
presented  a  10  point  platform.  A- 
mong  other  things  this  platform  calls 
for  representatives  acceptable  to  the 
students  to  make  major  revisions  of 
the  student  handbook,  “deleting  all 
references  to  dress  and  the  student’s 
personal  life,”  various  changes  in  the 
student  government  structure  to  make 
it  more  representative,  amnesty  for 
and  support  and  readmittance  of  the 
suspended  students,  a  legal  defense 
fund  and  that  “days  ...  be  set  aside  to 
honor  black  leaders”  including,  but 
not  limited  to,  W.E.B.  DuBois,  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  and  Malcolm  X. 

Although  Palmore  and  his  support¬ 
ers  eschew  violence  to  achieve  their 
ends,  Palmore  has  stated  that  unless 
conditions  at  Prairie  View  are  drastic, 
ally  changed,  future  violence  is  in¬ 
evitable.  Students  involved  in  the 
struggle  generally  agree  that  long¬ 
standing  apathy  (not  to  mention  fear) 
has,  in  the  past,  made  genuine  progress 
impossible.  They  are  hopeful  that  the 
Prairie  View  students  are  at  last  be¬ 
coming  bolder  and  more  aware  of 
their  oppressed  status. 

Inasmuch  as  college  administrators 
in  general  and  the  Prairie  View  ad¬ 
ministration  in  particular  are  not 
noted  for  graceful  acceptance  of  de¬ 
mands  from  students,  one  may  be 
confident  that  the  controversy  there 
is  still  far  from  settled. 


COPS  ON  TRIAL 


The  People 
Are 

Watching 


Evidence  is  stacking  up  against  the  two  former  Houston  police  officers  now 
on  trial  in  New  Braunfels  on  charges  of  murdering  a  black  youth  last  year. 

The  court  heard  several  prosecution  witnesses  last  wee*  who  J^HmVfarrus 
condemnatory  evidence  against  Jack  McMahon,  22,  and  Arthur  N  Hill ,28,  accus¬ 
ed  of  murdering  Bobby  Joe  Conner,  22,  a  black  prisoner,  on  April  4, 19  fU. 

Among  them  were  Houston  policemen  I.B.  Guerrero,  21,  and  John  Gough, 

21,  who  were  rookie  partners  of  McMahon  and  Hill  at  the  time  of  the  incident. 

Both  men  testified  that  Conner  and  Larry  Taylor,  24,  arrested  with  Conner, 
were  kicked  and  beaten  by  the  defendants  after  their  arrest  at  the  Galena  Park 
police  station.  Guerrero  said  he  heard  one  of  the  defendants  call  the  prisoners 
“damn  niggers.”  Both  officers  indicated  that  the  prisoners  fell  to  the  floor  sever¬ 
al  times  during  the  beatings  and  were  ordered  to  stand  up  again  for  more  abuse. 

Gough  testified  that  while  the  prisoners  were  lying  on  the  floor  crying  in  pain 
anH  Hill  hpnt  thpm  with  slaDsticks. 


The  four  officers  left  and  Conner  died  on  the  way  to  Ben  Taub  of  internal 
injuries,  including  a  ruptured  liver.  Taylor  underwent  major  surgery. 

Dr.  Joseph  A.  Jachimchzyk,  Harris  County  medical  examiner,  further  dam¬ 
aged  the  defense’s  case,  handled  by  none  other  than  Richard  (Racehorse)  Haynes 
and  Fred  Daily. 


Jachimchzyk’s  testimony  indicated  that  Conner  died  of  internal  injuries,  al¬ 
though  a  “high  dosage”  of  morphine  was  found  in  his  body.  Jachimczyk  dis¬ 
puted  Kayne’s  suggestion  that  Connor  could  have  died  of  a  narcotics  overdose. 
He  said  that  although  Connor’s  lungs  had  collapsed  (which  can  result  from  a 
narcotics  overdose)  a  quart  and  a  half  of  blood  had  poured  from  two  large 
punctures  in  the  victims  liver,  pressing  against  the  diaphragm  and  causing  the 
lungs  to  cave  in. 


Jachimczyk  said  that  Conner’s  injuries  were  consistent  with  having  been  kick¬ 
ed  in  the  stomach. 


Larry  Taylor  also  testified,  saying  that  he  was  repeatedly  kicked  in  the 
stomach.  Conner,  who  was  also  kicked,  according  to  Taylor,  was  left  moaning 
on  the  interrogation  room  floor,  trying  to  get  his  breath. 

In  a  story  in  the  Forward  Times,  Taylor  told  reporter  Thomas  Wright  that  he 
still  has  nightmares  about  that  nifeht.  “Sometimes  I  break  out  in  a  cold  sweat 
and  I  see  myself  lying  on  that  floor,  crying  and  moaning  and  begging  for  them 
to  stop  beating  us,”  he  said. 

The  tale  is  indeed  nightmareish  and  grotesque  and  none  of  the  prosecution 
witnesses  seem  to  be  pulling  any  punches.  And  we  must  say  that  in  the  case  of 
Gough  and  Guerrero  their  testimony  is  courageous.  One  wonders  how  they  will 
fare  on  the  Houston  police  force,  after  testifying  so  openly  against  their  former 
senior  officers. 


We  also  wonder  what  tricks  that  courtroom  giant,  Haynes,  and  his  collegues 
will  produce  to  counter  the  prosecution’s  apparently  strong  case.  There  are  hints 
that  the  defense  will  try  to  prove  that  Conner  died  of  injuries  sustained  during 
the  long  chase  that  preceeded  the  arrest.  Perhaps  defense  testimony  to  the  “fine 
character”  of  defendant  McMahon,  a  former  Sunday  school  teacher  said  to  boast 
a  very  high  IQ,  will  score  some  points  for  the  defense.  Hill,  on  the  other  hand, 
apparently  has  little  to  commend  him;  he  was  described  to  Space  City!  as 
“sadistic”  by  a  reputable  attorney  close  to  the  case. 

Another  obstacle  the  prosecution,  conducted  by  Hams  County  Assistant 
District  Attorney  Erwin  Ernst,  must  overcome  is  the  nature  of  the  charge; 
murder  with  malice  aforethought,  the  heaviest  murder  charge  but  also  the  most 
difficult  to  prove.  What  jury  will  believe  that  McMahon  and  Hill  consciously  in¬ 
tended  to  kill  Conner? 


Ernst  has  indicated  that  he  may  attempt  to  bring  a  federal  felony  charge  a- 
gainst  the  defendants,  to  the  effect  that  under  the  1964  Civil  Rights  act,  Me 
Mahon  and  Hill  violated  Conner’s  civil  rights.  Under  Texas  law,  a  person  may  be 
convicted  of  murder  if  he  inadvertantly  kills  a  victim  while  committing  another 
felony.  The  civil  rights  violation  may  be  such  a  felony. 

District  Judge  Terry  L.  Jacks  has  ruled  that  the  prosecution  may  proceed 
under  this  rather  novel  legal  theory.  The  only  problem  is  that  if  the  defendants 
are  convicted  of  murder  by  this  method,  the  conviction  may  be  overturned  in  a 
court  of  appeals,  as  the  theory  has  never  been  tested  in  court. 

We  think  this  trial  is  one  of  the  most  fascinating  and  significant  in  recent 
Texas  history.  No  doubt  many  Houstonians,  particularly  black  Houstonians, 
are  eyeing  closely  reports  of  the  proceedings. 

Probably,  in  the  minds  of  those  who  know  from  first-hand  experience  how 
the  Houston  police  operate  in  the  black  community,  McMahon  and  Hill  are 
already  convicted.  And  we  can  be  sure  that  the  Conner  killing  was  not  an  iso¬ 
lated  example  of  two  individual  patrolmen  overstepping  the  bounds  of  police 
ethics.  Like  the  My  Lai  incident,  such  events  occur  to  a  greater  or  lesser  de¬ 
gree  much  too  often  right  here  in  Houston,  but  they  just  don’t  make  the  big 
media. 

None  of  the  arguments  the  defense  has  offered  so  far  make  any  sense  to  us; 
if  anything,  they  only  further  implicate  the  defendants. 

—Space  City!  Collective 
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were  sitting.  Someone  came  in  and  told  them  “the  cops  got  your  father  out  on 
the  highway.”  The  three  of  them  left  immediately  for  the  Mathis  home,  arriving 
right  behind  the  two  cars  driven  by  Gamble  and  Aycock. 

A  fight  broke  out  between  Hazle  Mathis  and  patrolman  Aycock,  and  con¬ 
tinued  outside  the  patrol  car.  Mrs.  Aurillas  Mathis  joined  in  the  fight,  apparently 
to  restrain  Hazle,  and  was  thrown  to  the  ground. 

Van  Lee,  Sr.  at  this  point  ran  into  the  house  and  came  out  the  front  door 
loading  a  .22  caliber  rifle.  (Why?  According  to  some  accounts  he  was  upset  that 
his  mother  had  been  thrown  to  the  ground;  others  say  he  was  mad  because  the 
patrolmen  were  beating  Hazle.  At  any  rate,  threatening  two  armed  policemen 
with  a  .22  caliber  rifle  has  to  be  classed  as  a  desperate  act.) 

The  patrolmen  fired  at  Van  Lee;  it  is  not  clear  whether  or  not  Van  Lee  ever 
fired  at  the  officers,  or  if  he  did,  who  fired  first.  Van  Lee,  Sr.  was  hit  four  times 
by  police  bullets,  twice  in  the  abdomen. 

Retavious  went  to  the  front  porch  to  do  what  he  could  for  his  brother,  and 
found  Van  Lee,  Jr.  lying  on  the  front  porch  dead.  Apparently  no  one  had  seen 
the  small  boy  standing  on  the  dark  porch;  he  had  been  hit  twice  in  the  forehead. 

Retavious  took  his  brother.  Van  Lee,  Sr.,  to  the  hospital  in  his  car.  When  he 
returned  to  the  house  less  than  10  minutes  later,  he  found  Hazle  and  Aycock 
still  struggling  (It  is  unclear  what  took  place  at  the  Mathis  home  during  the  time 
that  Retavious  was  at  the  hospital.)  Gamble  walked  over  to  Hazle  and  fired  his 
pistol  into  Hazle’s  side  (DPS  officials  claim  that  Hazle  had  taken  Aycock’s  gun, 
making  it  necessary  to  shoot  him  in  self-defense.) 

An  ambulance  came  while  Hazle  was  dying  in  the  street,  but  instead  of  pick¬ 
ing  up  Hazle  it  picked  up  the  little  boy,  who  was  already  dead.  (According  to 
Hazle’s  sister,  partrolman  Aycock  held  a  shotgun  to  the  dying  man’s  head,  and 
refused  to  allow  him  to  be  taken  to  the  hospital.) 

After  Hazle  had  died,  and  police  had  sealed  off  the  street,  Millard  Mathis 
was  taken  off  to  spend  the  night  in  jail. 

Is  this  another  case  of  the  murder  of  black  people  by  sadistic,  racist  pigs? 
Based  on  the  evidence  to  date,  I  would  have  to  say  no.  Reports  of  eyewitnesses 
are  contradictory,  and  there  is  no  concrete  evidence  that  the  actions  of  the 
officers  add  up  to  calculated  murder. 

The  patrolmen  did  not  go  to  the  Mathis  home  for  the  purpose  of  brutalizing 
the  family.  They  went  there  at  the  request  of  Mrs.  Aurillas  Mathis,  as  a  favor  to 
her. 

When  Van  Lee,  Sr.  was  shot,  he  was  coming  at  the  patrolmen  with  a  rifle  (for 
whatever  reasons).  Van  Lee,  Jr.  was  certainly  hit  by  a  stray  bullet;  no  sane  man 
kills  a  six-year-old  child  on  purpose. 

And  after  this  first  shooting,  the  officers  did  allow  Retavious  to  take  Van 
Lee,  Sr.  to  the  hospital.  Given  the  seriousness  of  Van  Lee’s  wounds,  it  is  quite 
possible  that  this  saved  his  life. 

But  there  are  still  plenty  of  una-swered  questions.  According  to  one  of  his 
friends,  Hazle  Mathis  was  “very  quiet,  and  he  seemed  to  be  in  control  of  him¬ 
self  at  all  times.”  He  had  spent  21  years,  fully  half  his  life,  in  the  Army,  an  in¬ 
stitution  not  noted  for  its  tolerance  for  rebels.  He  owned  his  own  business  in  a 
nearby  town.  Why  did  Hazle  Mathis,  apparently  a  very  stable  man,  struggle  with, 
Aycock  (thereby  precipitating  the  whole  incident)?  Was  his  resistance  unprovok¬ 
ed  (as  the  DPS  and  Texas  Ranger  reports  imply)? 

Was  Hazle  handcuffed?  If  not,  why  not?  If  he  was  handcuffed  how  was  he 
able  to  disarm  a  patrolman  who  had  every  reason  to  be  wary  of  him?  Did  he 
really  have  Aycock’s  gun,  as  the  DPS  claims?  Was  it  really  necessary  to  kill  him 
to  stop  him?  Why  didn’t  the  ambulance  take  Hazle  to  the  hospital? 


Graves  summed  it  up  pretty  well:  “There’s  always  repression,  and  fear,  and 
hatred,  and  bigotry,  spawning  and  festering  in  little  bitty  towns  like  this  all  over 
Texas.  If  you  were  black  and  living  in  Shiner,  Texas,  or  Luling,  or  Dime  Box,  or 
any  one  of  those  little  cities,  where  you  knew  that  the  Establishment  could  cut 
off  your  gas  or  your  water  or  anything  else  they  wanted  to  cut  off,  you  would 
have  certain  fears  also.  It’s  a  natural  reaction.” 

Graves,  meanwhile,  is  trying  to  get  together  an  investigation  of  his  own.  He 
has  been  in  contact  with  members  of  the  Mathis  family,  and  he  has  requested 
that  the  Justice  Department  send  its  own  investigators  from  Washington. 

I  referred  earlier  to  the  “fear”  of  black  people  in  Shiner  and  to  the  “arro¬ 
gant  superiority”  of  the  whites.  This  point  requires  some  amplification,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  based  on  strong  impressions  all  of  us  got  in  the  few  hours  we  were 
in  Shiner.  The  parochialism  and  the  fear  we  saw  in  Shiner  (not  to  mention 
the  racism  just  under  the  surface)  were  pretty  heavy. 

When  we  tried  to  interview  black  people  in  Shiner,  we  found  that  none  of 
them  would  say  anything  very  substantive  about  the  killings,  or  anything  that 
could  be  construed  as  dissatisfaction  with  the  way  things  are  in  Shiner.  It  was 
as  if  they  were  afraid  to  refuse  to  talk  to  us  (since  we  were  white)  but  also  a- 
fraid  to  say  much  beyond  “I  don’t  really  know  anything,”  or  “I’m  from  out 
of  town  myself.” 

One  man,  who  came  from  San  Antonio,  confirmed  our  impressions.  “Right 
now,”  he  explained,  “there’s  a  lot  of  people  here  that  are  afraid  to  talk  to  you 
people.  They  live  here,  you  know.” 

White  people  wouldn’t  talk  to  us  either,  but  with  them  the  impression  was 
of  unconcealed  hostility.  Almost  everywhere  we  went  in  Shiner,  we  found 
the  white  people  glaring  at  us;  they  knew  we  were  strangers,  they  knew  why 
we  were  in  Shiner,  and  they  hated  us. 

When  Sue  Mithun  and  I  went  to  talk  to  Justice  of  the  Peace  Henkhaus,  he 
angrily  told  me  to  put  my  tape  recorder  away  “or  get  out  of  this  office.”  I 
put  it  up,  and  we  tried  to  just  talk  to  him. 

Henkhaus  sat  there  stone-faced,  answering  every  question  as  briefly  as  pos¬ 
sible,  often  telling  us  we  should  talk  to  the  District  Attorney  over  in  the  next 
county.  At  one  point,  when  there  was  a  long  period  of  silence,  he  opened  up: 
“I’ll  tell  you  one  thing,”  he  said,  “Some  of  these  newspapers  are  going  to  do 
some  retracting  before  this  thing  is  over.  Before  you  get  too  deeply  involved 
in  t  us,  you  might  want  to  know  that  something’s  going  to  be  done  about 
those  articles.”  This  was  given  as  a  thinly  veiled  threat. 

After  we  had  been  in  Henkhaus’  office  for  5  or  10  minutes,  the  sheriff  and 
two  of  his  deputies  walked  into  the  room.  (They  had  obviously  been  fetched 
by  Henkhaus’  wife,  who  had  left  in  her  car  as  soon  as  she  saw  that  we  were 
reporters.)  They  said  they  hoped  they  weren’t  interfering  with  anything; 
they  said  this  two  or  three  times,  so  we  would  understand  that  they  were 
there  for  the  express  purpose  of  interfering. 

Friends,  they  were  big,  and  they  were  fiddling  with  their  guns,  and  Henk¬ 
haus  was  really  digging  it.  Sue  and  I  thanked  Henkhaus  for  his  time,  said 
good  day  to  the  pigs,  and  split. 

Even  among  white  people,  we  detected  a  certain  amount  of  fear  (though 
not  of  us).  When  we  went  to  the  Shiner  Gazette  (to  be  stared  at  by  the  staff) 
the  woman  at  the  front  desk  explained  that  the  Gazette’s  coverage  of  the 
Mathis  story  did  not  go  too  deep  “because  we  have  to  live  here  with  these 
people.” 

When  people  are  afraid  to  talk  honestly  about  a  town,  or  about  a  major 
event  in  that  town,  for  the  reason  that  “we  have  to  live  here,  you  know”  it 
seems  that  something  is  pretty  drastically  wrong.  Where  now  is  the  honest 
yeoman  farmer,  whom  Jefferson  saw  as  the  backbone  of  our  democracy? 

A  Houston  oilman  has  started  a  fund  for  the  Mathis  family. 


Will  the  various  investigating  agencies  provide  satisfactory  answers  to  these 
and  other  questions,  or  are  they  simply  going  to  do  another  whitewash  job, 
suppressing  all  evidence  which  contradicts  a  simplistic  “self-defense”  line?  When 
we  spoke  to  Curtis  Graves  in  Shiner,  he  said,  “I  don’t  trust  any  kind  of  investiga¬ 
tion  which  would  take  place  by  the  Texas  Rangers  or  by  the  Texas  Department 
of  Public  Safety  in  any  way,  shape,  or  form,  or  the  Texas  local  FBI.” 

Other  peopig  in  Shiner  expressed  similar  doubts.  I  have  doubts  myself.  One 
thing  which  is  going  to  interfere  with  a  thorough  investigation  is  the  real  fear  on 
the  part  of  black  people  in  Shiner,  and  the  arrogant  superiority  of  the  (all  white) 
lawmen  I  saw  in  Shiner. 


Richard  C.  Ames,  vice-president  of  the  Ames  Oil  and  Gas  Company  and  local 
rock  promoter,  has  written  a  check  for  $500  to  start  the  Mathis  Family  Relief 
Fund  and  hopes  other  Houstonians  will  follow  with  generous  donations. 

The  fund  is  being  handled  in  Houston  by  the  Riverside  National  Bank  an 
donations  for  the  surviving  members  of  the  Mathis  family  can  be  made  by  writ¬ 
ing  the  bank  at  P.O.  Box  8385,  Houston,  Tex  77004. 

Serving  as  trustees  of  the  fund  besides  Ames  are  Houston  state  representative 
Curtis  Graves  and  Mrs.  Alice  Willis,  an  officer  of  the  Riverside  National  Bank, 
who  will  be  in  charge  of  the  fund. 
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All  Together  Now! 


Community  Resources  Education 
Project  has  been  organized  in  Houston. 
Its  purpose  is  to  bring  together  the 
resources  already  available  within  the 
community  to  increase  their  effective¬ 
ness  and  to  work  with  others  to 
originate  projects  to  help  alleviate  the 
work  load  of  already  existing  groups 
here. 


In  every  community  there  are  in¬ 
dividuals  and  groups  working  to  solve 
the  social  problems  with  which  we  all 
have  to  deal  in  our  daily  lives.  There  is 
a  common  feeling  that  our  social  in¬ 
stitutions  —  education,  government, 
business,  the  military  —  are  no  longer 
listening  to  the  people.  This  shared 


feeling  of  unmet  needs  has  generated 
activity  for  improvement  in  every  com¬ 
munity  in  America.  We  are  rich  in 
resources  of  active,  skilled  people  and 
hard  working,  committed  groups. 

We  have  found  that  too  often  these 
individuals  and  groups  don’t  accomp¬ 
lish  as  much  as  it  seems  they  should. 
The  communications  barriers  between 
groups  and  institutions  grow  increas¬ 
ingly  difficult  to  overcome.  We  feel 
that  establishing  a  meeting  ground  for 
concerned  persons  will,  to  some  ex¬ 
tent,  bypass  these  barriers. 

Too  much  work  is  being  duplicated, 
too  many  talented  people  can’t  find 


someone  who  can  use  their  skills,  too 
many  problems  go  unsolved  because 
there  is  no  one  to  sponsor  con¬ 
structive  work. 

Community  Resources  Education 
Project  is  working  to  bring  together 
people  who  can  cooperate  to  build 
strong  community  efforts. 

We  plan  to  publish  and  broadcast 
on  a  regular  basis  national  and  local  in¬ 
formation  concerning  work,  both  in 
progress  and  proposed,  in  a  wide 
variety  of  fields,  as  well  as  to  main¬ 
tain  data  files.  We  are  a  non-profit 
organization,  and  so  plan  to  exist  as 
much  as  possible  on  tax-deductible 


contributions  of  money,  goods  and 
services.  We  hope  soon  to  have  an 
office  in  the  Montrose  area. 

If  you  have  any  ideas  concerning 
work  being  done,  that  needs  to  be 
done,  or  that  you  can  do  —  or  if  you 
have  any  questions  —  call  Switchboard 
at  526-3666  or  write  Community  Re¬ 
sources  Education  Proj.  %  Space  City!, 
1217  Wichita  Houston,  Tex.  77004 

Tell  us  who  you  are,  where  you  can 
be  reached,  and,  most  important  — 
what  work  you  are  now  doing,  have 
done,  or  can  do.  Also,  let  us  know 
what  group,  organization  or  individ¬ 
uals  you  know  of  that  need  to  be  in 
touch  with  others  doing  similar  work. 


Black  Solidarity  Day 


“It  is  difficult  for  most  of  us  to 
visualize  the  oppression  of  Black  peo¬ 
ple  in  Southern  Africa  or  to  under¬ 
stand  the  importance  of  liberating  our 
homeland  -  Africa.  ”  -  AABL. 

Tuesday,  May  25,  has  been  des¬ 
ignated  as  Black  Solidarity  Day  by  the 
Pan  African  Secreteriate  which  is  bas¬ 
ed  in  Georgetown,  Guyana,  South 
America. 

Closer  to  home,  Dawolu  Gene 
Locke  head  of  the  AABL  (Afro-Am¬ 
ericans  for  Black  Liberation)  Hous¬ 
ton  chapter,  has  been  named  the 
National  Co-ordinator  of  the  program 
for  the  Southern  part  of  the  United 
States.  Gene,  who  has  been  working 
with  AABL  for  the  past  \'h  years, 
was  chosen  after  a  meeting  in  Guyana 
during  the  latter  part  of  last  year 
where  the  plans  for  the  program  were 
formulated. 

This  is  a  world  wide  effort  with  co¬ 
ordinators  in  the  western,  eastern, 
midwestem  and  southwestern  parts  of 
the  United  States.  AABL  is  a  member 
of  this  international  organization  com¬ 
prised  of  African  people  everywhere. 

For  those  of  you  who  aren’t  hipped, 
AABL  is  an  organization  striving  to 
improve  the  black  man’s  wretched 
conditions,  here  and  abroad.  These 
people  know  their  history  and  have  a 
great  deal  of  insight  into  the  problems 
of  the  people.  They  feel  quite  certain 
that  the  black  problem  in  America, 


Of  course,  these  facts  are  very 
seldom  brought  to  light.  The  United 
States  has  been  escalating  this  situa¬ 
tion  by  supplying  arms  to  the  whites 
in  South  Africa  through  NATO.  Africa 
is  the  richest  nation  on  the  face  of  the 
Earth,  and  the  United  States  is  not 
about  to  pass  up  the  opportunity  to 
cash  in.  Africa  is  responsible  for  95 
per  cent  of  the  world’s  diamonds, 
75  per  cent  of  the  world’s  gold  and 
87  per  cent  of  the  world’s  uranium. 
There  are  over  260  American  com¬ 
panies  in  South  Africa,  grossing  over  a 
billion  dollars  a  year. 

After  using  all  other  traditional 
approaches,  the  African  population 
has  decided  to  free  their  land  through 
armed  struggle.  Naturally,  you  seldom 
read  or  hear  about  this,  because  the 
establishment  news  media  won’t  ad¬ 
mit  that  it  is  a  race  war.  Why?  Because 
any  report  (such  as  the  day-by-day 
episodes  of  the  United  States  vs  the 
Viet  Cong  and  anyone  else  that  it  can 
fuck  with)  would  reveal  how  our 


grand  and  glorious  land  of  the  free  and 
home  of  the  brave  is  supporting 
humiliation,  death,  disease,  jail,  beat¬ 
ing  and  torture  in  South  Africa. 

Supporters  of  the  movement  feel 
that  now  is  the  time  for  blacks  in 
America  to  lend  their  aid  to  their 
Brothers  and  Sisters  on  the  continent. 
Just  as  we  all  have  seen  it  takes  more 
than  words  to  tackle  the  problem  of 
racism  in  America,  the  same  holds 
true  in  South  Africa. 

The  members  of  AABL  and  all 
participants  of  Black  Solidarity  Day 
expect  a  great  deal  of  support  from 
the  people  of  the  community.  They 
also  anticipate  a  good  showing  from 
all  walks  of  life. 

Anyone  interested  in  the  Black 
Solidarity  Day  activities  or  who  would 
like  to  learn  more  about  the  program, 
may  contact  Dawolu  Gene  Locke, 
P.O.  Box  14093,  Houston,  Tex.  77021, 
or  call  524-5186. 


and  everywhere  else,  is  basically  the 
same.  Their  feelings  are  that  the  liber¬ 
ation  and  development  of  a  strong 
government  on  the  African  continent 
will  aid  in  the  liberation  of  all  black 
people. 

The  Black  Solidarity  program  is 
twofold:  to  raise  much  needed  money 
and  supplies  for  the  freedom  fighters 
and  refugees,  and,  to  politically  ed¬ 
ucate  the  people  as  to  the  true 
situation  in  South  Africa.  This  sit¬ 
uation  has  reached  such  a  crucial 
point  that  all  people  of  African  des¬ 
cent  should  be  concerned. 

The  white  settlers  continue  to  ex¬ 
ploit,  oppress  and  kill  a  majority  of 
the  African  population.  A  black  man 
anywhere  has  a  hard  time;  true,  but 
South  Africa  is  a  virtual  hell-hole! 
Did  you  know  that  the  blacks  in 
South  Africa  cannot  vote?  Did  you 
know  that  a  black  in  South  Africa  is 
forbidden  to  own  land  or  carry  arms? 
Would  you  like  to  live  in  a  place  where 
you  could  very  easily  be  sentenced  to 
life  imprisonment  without  the  benefit 
of  even  a  kangaroo  court? 

Could  you  dig  living  in  a  land 
where  you  cannot  travel  without  per¬ 
mission,  and  where  permission  is  in- 
varibly  denied?  Do  you  realize  that 
since  1948,  five  million  Africans  have 
been  convicted  and  jailed  for  not 
having  a  passport?  To  these  people, 
hell  would  probably  be  a  welcome 
relief! 


GFE/\TER  AMERICAN  COLLECTIVE  BEPPAN  WEEKLY 


0NfclCMBORHEAP>'71 


^COfiriNUEP  FftOWMAfiT  VV&EK... 


r  • .  -  \  ■ 


-rHRcU&H, 


-*v. 


MAY  18, 1971  /  PAGE  7 


Welfare  Hanky-Panky 


(A  mend  went  Three,  which  will  probably  have  been  voted  on  by  the  time  you 
see  this,  asks  for  removal  of  the  limitation  on  total  state  appropriations  for 
assistance  grants  to  the  needy  aged,  the  needy  disabled  and  the  needy  blind.  It 
would  also  set  a  limitation  on  total  state  appropriations  during  any  fiscal  year 
for  assistance  grants  for  needy  dependent  children  and  their  caretakers,  that  is, 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children.) 

On  May  18,  the  voters  of  Texas  will  once  again  decide  the  adequacy  of 
AFDC  grants  in  Texas.  However  this  year  there  has  been  a  significant  change 
in  form.  This  is  the  third  referendum  in  as  many  legislatures.  The  debate  over 
the  right  to  welfare  and  the  necessity  of  a  welfare  ceiling  has  become  a  regular 
two  year  ritual  accompanied  by  a  full  panoply  of  participants: 

Apologetic  state  senators  who  understand  AFDC  but  amend  the  proposition, 
like  Senator  Charles  Wilson  of  Lufkin,  to  leave  a  ceiling  on  AFDC  growth; 

A  chorus  of  social  workers  and  religious  counselors  who  tirelessly  discuss 
the  myths  of  welfare,  always  concluding  that  it  is  necessary; 

Flushed  businessmen  like  William  Hobby  who  speak  of  the  crisis  imminent 
if  the  amendment  fails  —  nursing  homes  will  cut  back  on  service,  landlords 
won’t  get  their  rent.  .  .  for  everybody  profits  off  welfare  except  the  caseworkers 
and  recipients. 

Energetic  civic  folks  like  the  League  of  Women  Voters  who  have  probably 
passed  more  legislation  than  the  chairman  of  Harris  County  Democrats; 

And  an  apathetic  backdrop  of  nonparticipants  —  the  people  at  the  bottom  of 
the  welfare  system  —  the  recipients  and  their  caseworkers. 

All  the  participants  cooperate  in  a  warm  bath  of  goodwill  until  this  year. 
Threats  of  two  welfare  cuts  have  angered  the  people  who  make  up  the  back¬ 
ground. 


Statewide,  the  Texas  Welfare  Rights  Organization  composed  of  Houston, 
Galveston,  Beaumont,  Corpus  Christi,  Austin,  San  Antonio  and  Dallas  chapters 
met  four  times  to  consider  the  proposition.  They  finally  voted  to  oppose  it 
because  it  blatantly  discriminated  against  their  children  and  did  not  put  enough 
money  in  to  avoid  further  cuts  in  fiscal  1973.  The  Texas  Peoples  Coalition,  the 
first  black  and  brown  coalition  here,  supported  the  Texas  WRO  in  their  efforts. 

In  Houston,  Citizens  for  Welfare  Reform  (CWR)  was  established  by  field  case¬ 
workers  and  WRO  to  hold  the  legislature  to  its  promise  of  welfare  reform  and 
adequate  incomes.  Its  presence  was  so  threatening  to  the  ritual  that  the  United 
Fund  research  agency  went  to  absurd  lengths  to  put  together  the  traditional 
cast,  scrapping  the  grass  roots  organization  for  the  experienced  work  force.  And 
the  Houston  Welfare  Rights  Organization  had  developed  dynamic  leaders  like 
Lunie  Grace  and  Bertha  Hernandez  who  made  the  hard  decision  to  support  the 
proposition  in  order  to  get  another  crack  at  the  legislature  before  the  middle  of 
June. 

The  new  participants  radically  altered  the  mechanics  of  accountability. 
Suddenly  even  businessmen  were  saying  it  was  a  bad  proposition,  but  it  was  the 
best  we  could  do  and  better  than  the  uncertainty  of  going  back  to  the  legislature. 
The  WRO  members  were  clarifying  the  contradiction  of  a  system  which  pities 
the  poor,  defines  their  minimum  subsistence  and  then  pays  them  only  75  per 
cent  of  that  minimum.  And  the  addition  of  the  poor  as  participants  in  the  ritual 
has  this  time  left  some  lasting  resources:  three  cities  have  set  up  their  own 
offices  and  the  Houston  coalition  of  caseworkers  and  recipients  has  fore¬ 
shadowed  a  kind  of  unionism  in  the  human  resources  which  Texas  has  only 
suppressed  before.  The  ritual  soon  may  give  way  to  democracy  where  the 
oppressed  speak  for  themselves. 

—  Jeff  Skarda 


Residents  of  some  northside  Houston  communities  have  a  garbage  problem. 
It  seems  the  city  has  not  made  a  heavy  trash  pick-up  for  a  long  time  and  now 
refuses  to  pick  up  anything  not  in  garbage  cans  (even  plastic  bags)  in  the  regu¬ 
lar  pick-ups.  Representatives  of  the  Macario  Garcia  Neighborhood  Council 
went  to  City  Council  several  weeks  ago  to  point  out  this  problem  and  others. 
Since  that  time,  there  has  been  some  response  by  the  city  (some  street  lights 


have  been  put  up  where  needed,  and  police  have  been  assigned  to  slow  traffic 
near  a  school),  but  nothing  has  been  done  about  the  garbage.  Another  com¬ 
plaint  is  about  empty  lots  that  are  not  kept  cleared  and  thus  become  breeding 
places  for  rats.  Many  of  these  lots  are  owned  by  small  businesses  scattered 
among  the  residences  on  northside.  Since  the  owners  do  not  live  there,  they  do 
not  care  what  the  property  looks  like  or  breeds.  Photo  by  Sue  Mithun 


Workers  Nix  Contract 


by  E.F.  Shawver,  Jr. 

Shopman’s  Local  694,  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Association  of  Bridge,  Struct¬ 
ural  and  Ornamental  Ironworkers 
(AFL-CIO),  is  on  strike  against  Kirby 
Building  Systems  at  the  Mes-Tex  Steel 
Buildings  plant  at  5806  Bissonnet. 

The  strike  began  on  Good  Friday 
of  this  year  after  Kirby  and  the  union 
were  unable  to  agree  on  the  terms  of  a 
new  contract.  The  contract  proposed 
by  the  union,  basically  an  updated 
version  of  the  kind  of  contract  which 
had  been  in  effect  for  the  preceding 
three  years,  was  not  even  considered 
by  the  company.  The  contract  pro¬ 
posed  by  Kirby  is  unacceptable  to 
the  workers  for  a  multitude  of  reasons. 

Under  the  proposed  contract,  work¬ 
ers  would  no  longer  be  allowed  to 
engage  in  private  enterprise  on  their 
own  time.  For  instance,  a  welder 
working  for  Kirby  would  not  be  allow¬ 
ed  to  do  spare-time  welding  jobs  in 
his  own  back  yard  should  the  com¬ 
pany  decide  that  such  activity  is  a- 
gainst  its  interest  or  that  it  reduces 
the  worker’s  efficiency  on  the  job. 

The  new  contract  would  require  up 
to  three  physical  examinations  each 


year.  Kirby  would  pay  for  the  first  of 
these  which  would  be  administered  by 
a  company  doctor.  Should  this  doctor 
find  the  worker  unfit  he  would  be 
terminated  regardless  of  his  time  with 
the  company.  The  worker  could  then 
undergo  another  physical  from  a 
doctor  of  his  choice  whom  he  would 
have  to  pay  out  of  his  own  pocket. 
Should  the  second  doctor  find  him  un¬ 
fit,  he  would  then  have  to  submit  to  a 
third  examination  by  a  doctor  accept¬ 
able  both  to  himself  and  the  company, 
with  each  party  paying  half.  Under 
this  condition  he  could  be  kept  off 
the  job  for  as  long  as  the  company 
refused  to  agree  on  the  third  doctor. 

The  proposed  contract  contains  a 
long  list  of  new  regulations  which  are 
generally  considered  to  be  overly 
broad  pretexts  for  dismissing  trouble¬ 
makers.  A  worker  could  be  fired  for 
“loitering,  unnecessarily  resting  or 
leaving  his  work  station  without 
authorization,”  but  there  are  no  pre¬ 
cise  criteria  for  deciding  when  an  in¬ 
fraction  has  occurred.  “Narcotics  use” 
appears  several  times  as  a  ground  for 
dismissal,  but  prescribed  medicines  are 
not  specifically  excepted. 

This  implies  the  possibility,  for 
example,  of  firing  someone  whose 


dentist  has  prescribed  Phenaphen  to 
enable  him  to  work  while  his  abscess 
is  being  treated. 

A  regulation  citing  “dishonesty”  as 
grounds  for  dismissal  is  reasonable  in 
part  but  hopelessly  vague  and  over 
broad  in  the  remainder.  Another  rule 
would  make  workers  terminable  for 
“fighting.  .  .  or  for  any  conduct 
violating  common  decency  or  moral¬ 
ity.”  Other  rules  would  outlaw  such 
diverse  things  as  “disloyalty  to  the 
company”  (which  might  include  any¬ 
thing  from  outright  sabatoge  to  norm¬ 
al  shoptalk  with  workers  at  other 
plants)  and  —  believe  it  or  not  — 
“horseplay.” 

Since  the  strike  began,  Kirby  has 
been  recruiting  non-union  workers 
from  various  sources  who,  together 
with  a  very  few  union  scabs,  have 
brought  the  work  force  to  about  one- 
third  of  normal.  The  company  has 
contacted  ex-employes  individually,  in¬ 
cluding  unemployed  Chicanos  in  the 
Brownsville  area  and  workers  whom 
they  had  heretofore  refused  to  have  in 
the  plant  —  workers  for  whom  the 
union  had  fought  and  lost. 

Before  the  strike,  longhairs  had 
been  generally  unacceptable  to  man¬ 


agement,  but  the  company  has  been  1 
hiring  them  recently.  It  is  claimed 
that  these  people  were  promised,  a- 
rnong  other  things,  10  days  sick  leave 
per  year,  but  that  the  company  later 
defaulted  in  at  least  one  authenticated 
case.  So  far  there  are  seven  known 
cases  in  which  the  company  offered 
more  money  to  workers  to  cross  the 
picket  line  than  had  been  offered  at 
negotiations.  The  unexplained  pres¬ 
ence  of  cars  bearing  Louisiana  license 
plates  has  caused,  speculation  that  the 
company  is  bringing  in  strikebreakers 
across  state  lines,  although  this  has  not 
been  proved. 

The  workers  on  the  picket  line  and 
the  labor  organizer  directly  involved 
with  them  to  whom  I  talked  think 
that  the  company  wants  the  union  out 
of  the  plant  and  offered  its  contract  in 
bad  faith  with  this  end  in  view.  To 
support  this  they  cite  not  only  the 
marked  deviation  of  the  proposed  con¬ 
tract  from  its  predecessors  and  the 
blatantly  offensive  nature  of  its  con¬ 
tents,  but  also  the  fact  that  Kirby  is 
represented  by  one  James  J.  Joeffler 
who  they  claim  is  widely  known  in 
labor  circles  as  a  “union  buster.”  He  is 
said  to  boast  that  he  has  never  lost  a 
strike. 


PAGE  8  /  SPACE  CITY! 


Austin  House  crew  takes  beer  break. 


Community  Resturant 
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Daeflower  Raided 


The  Houston  Police  one-upped 
themselves  last  week.  They  raided  a 
free  school. 

Police  narcotics  officers  said  they 
had  “received  several  phone  com¬ 
plaints”  about  drug  usage  at  Dae 
Flower  free  school.  They  arrived  at 
the  school  Thursday,  May  13,  and 
staged  a  mini-raid.  They  left  empty 
handed. 


the  school  is  a  public  institution,  and 
thus  subject  to  their  entry.) 

The  cops  then  pushed  Doug,  a 
student,  out  of  the  way,  entered  the 
school,  and  rounded  everyone  into  a 
small  room.  One  officer  searched  a 
purse  and  another  called  for  reinforce¬ 
ments.  It  was  not  until  this  time  that 
anyone  was  allowed  to  use  the  phone. 


“A  community  restaurant  is  a 
wondrous  thing,”  the  walrus  said  (in 
one  of  his  more  obscure  mouthings). 
“But  first  we  need  lots  of  help,”  Tom 
Woolridge  said. 

Tom  is  one  of  the  former  Texas 
Rose  workers  who  found  themselves 
without  a  home  after  the  recent  hassle 
for  control  of  the  restaurant  (now  the 
Sponge).  And  he  wants  to  try  again. 

The  ex-Rose  people  have  a  three 
year  lease  on  a  big  old  house  at  3006 
Austin,  just  north  of  Elgin,  and 
they’re  working  to  convert  the  build¬ 
ing  into  a  place  where  people  can 
come  for  good  conversation  and  good 
food  at  good  prices. 

“The  restaurant  will  be  downstairs. 
We  won’t  be  able  to  afford  a  steam 
table  like  the  Rose  had,  so  we’ll  do  it 
restaurant  style  instead,  taking  orders 
from  the  taDles. 

“Upstairs  we  want  to  knock  out 
some  walls  to  make  a  big  room  where 
about  50  people  can  come  for  folk 
music  or  films  or  meetings.  We  want 
to  put  a  game  table  up  there  too  — 


you  know,  so  people  can  play  check¬ 
ers  and  drink  coffee  and  talk  quietly. 
We’re  going  to  call  it  the  Austin 
House.” 

To  become  real,  the  Austin  House 
needs  your  help.  They  have  about 
$2,500,  but  most  of  that  will  be 
spent  on  the  kitchen,  so  contributions 
would  be  useful.  They  also  need  build¬ 
ing  materials  and  tools:  stepladders, 
hammers  and  nails,  a  ripsaw,  donated 
or  on  loan. 

They  need  pots  and  pans,  plates, 
silverware,  cups  and  glasses,  napkins. 
They  need  tables  and  chairs  and  a 
cash  register  with  a  tape  print  out. 

And  they  need  you  to  donate  your 
time  —  even  an  hour  or  two  a  week 
cleaning  walls,  scraping  off  old  paint, 
putting  on  new  paint.  If  you  know 
carpentry  or  plumbing  or  electrical 
work,  your  skills  are  especially  needed. 

Austin  House  needs  your  help  now. 
They  plan  to  open  in  four  to  six  weeks, 
but  it’s  going  to  take  a  lot  of  work.  If 
you  can  help  in  any  way,  call  523- 
9016.  Tell  ’em  the  walrus  sent  you. 


(Dae  Flower  is  a  private  school  for 
high  school  aged  kids  —  the  courses 
are  established  by  the  students.) 

The  action  began  when  four  plain¬ 
clothes  Narcotics  officers  parked  their 
Ford  (Louisiana  tag  401447)  in  front 
of  Dae  Flower  and  ran  towards  the 
house  One  officer  flashed  a  badge. 
Staif  member  Jan  Wemess  then  asked 
to  see  their  search  warrant,  but  they 
admitted  that  they  didn’t  have  one  or 
need  one:  “People  like  you  don’t  have 

any  rights.’  (They  later  claimed  that 


A  head  shop  in  Pasadena?  No,  but 
it  was  touch  and  go  for  a  while  there. 

Tony  Spitaleri  has  discovered  that 
“free  enterprise”  can  be  costly  in 
Pasadena.  Tony  was  opening  a  store 
which  he  was  fashioning  after  shops 
in  Greenwich  Village.  But  a  few  days 
prior  to  his  opening  he  was  informed 
by  the  city  that  he  needed  a  back 
door  for  fire  purposes  or  he  would  not 
be  issued  a  permit  allowing  him  to 
open  (a  regulation  which  apparently 
did  not  apply  to  the  business  which 
preceded  his). 

He  built  a  door,  quick  yet  satis¬ 
factory  (maybe  a  B-),  and  the  fire 
marshall  passed  it,  but  the  city  still 
wouldn’t  give  him  his  permit. 

In  a  pique,  Tony  went  straight  to 
to  top.  He  went  to  the  mayor’s  office. 
Unable  to  see  the  mayor,  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  an  assistant,  who  responded 
by  visiting  his  shop  later  with  a  build¬ 
ing  inspector  and  flunking  the  opera¬ 
tion  on  the  grounds  that  there  was  no 
moulding  around  the  edges  of  the 
door. 


By  the  time  the  reinforcements 
(two  sergeants)  arrived,  the  four  narcs 
had  gone  through  all  the  rooms  of  the 
house  and  had  moved  the  students 
outside  where  they  were  later  question¬ 
ed  by  the  two  sergeants. 

After  writing  down  everyone’s 
name  and  address,  the  six  officers 
threatened  further  investigation  and 
left. 

Officers  present  refused  to  com¬ 
ment  to  Space  City! 


The  next  day  the  would-be-head- 
shop  was  visited  by  a  motorcycle- 
riding  narcotics  agent,  who  told  Tony 
that  he  was  implicated  in  a  plot  to 
assassinate  the  mayor.  “I  don’t  even 
know  the  mayor,”  said  Tony.  “I’m 
just  disturbed  with  the  attitude  of  the 
city.” 

The  agent  also  told  Tony  that  the 
shop  might  have  an  easier  time  if  it 
didn’t  sell  paraphernalia.  When  Tony 
stood  his  ground,  the  agent  suggested 
that  cars  driven  by  customers  might 
be  followed  or,  better  yet,  stopped 
and  searched. 

And  as  if  all  this  weren’t  enough, 
Tony’s  landlord  then  decided  that  you 
can’t  fight  city  hall  and  requested  that 
he  vacate  the  premises  at  1509  S. 
Shaffer. 

Tony  has  found  a  new  location  for 
his  shop,  right  outside  the  Pasadena 
city  limits  at  1526‘A  Richey,  where 
he  hopes  to  have  less  trouble. 


Cays  to  Gather 

A  Gay  Liberation  conference  will  be  held  June  19-20  at  the  University  of 
Houston.  In  addition  to  nationally  known  Gay  speakers,  much  of  the  con¬ 
ference  will  be  devoted  to  panel  discussions,  workshops  and  rap  sessions. 
Topics  will  include:  Gays  and  the  Law,  The  Family,  Organized  Religion  and 
Sexism. 

Some  of  us  are  planning  to  attend  the  Christopher  Street  Liberation  Day 
activities  June  27,  in  New  York.  It  is  the  second  annual  celebration  of  the 
Stonewall  rebellion,  when  Gay  people  first  struck  back  against  those  who  have 
kept  us  down.  Gay  Liberation  was  born  out  of  this  rebellion.  At  least  50,000 
people  are  expected,  making  this  the  largest  Gay  demonstration  ever  held  any¬ 
where. 

For  those  who  cannot  make  the  trip  to  New  York,  Gay  Pride  Day  is 
planned  in  Austin  on  June  27,  with  a  demonstration  on  the  capitol  grounds. 

Houston  Gay  Liberation  meets  every  Tuesday  at  8  p.m.  at  the  University 
Center,  University  of  Houston. 

Come  out!  Join  Gay  Liberation  and  participate  in  the  activities  planned  for 
this  summer. 

—  Houston  Gay  Liberation 


In  Pasadena? 
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Big  Mama  lets  loose  at  Liberty  Hall.  Photo  by  Sue  Mithun 
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Willie  Mae  “Big  Mama”  Thornton 
came  back  to  town  last  Wednesday. 
She’d  performed  here  last  in  1955. 
Good  is  not  good  enough  a  word  and 
great  is  misunderstood.  She  was  mag¬ 
nificent  Simply  the  most  striking 
woman  since  Tina  Turner.  You  know, 
I  rate  musicians  on  a  sort  of  swoon 
scale.  If  they  can’t  cause  you  to  close 
your  eyes  and  lose  yourself  in  the 
music  then  chances  are  they  aren’t 
pulling  off  anything  very  spectacular. 
On  the  other  hand  there  are  those 
who  do  cause  you  to  forget  your 
worries  and  who  seduce  you  into  an 
after-sex  dreamland.  That’s  Big  Mama. 

Lightning  Hopkins  was  up  to  his 
usual  sleight  of  hand  when  we  strolled 
into  Liberty  Half  Wednesday.  Being  a 
bluesman  isn’t  easy,  yet  here  was  one 
who  had  been  at  the  very  top  for  25 
years.  We  take  a  man  like  Lightning 
for  granted  but  he  is  and  has  been  a 
worldwide  figure  in  blues  since  before 
most  of  us  existed.  He  does  things 
with  his  guitar  the  likes  of  which  never 
crossed  your  ears  before. 

First  of  all  let  it  be  said  that  Big 
Mama  wrote  “Hound  Dog”  and  “Ball 
and  Chain.”'  “I  can’t  sing  it  like  Janis 
but  she  couldn’t  sing  it  like  me.” 
She’d  brought  her  band  along  and,  in 
true  blues  tradition,  they  warmed  up 
the  crowd  with  a  couple  of  numbers. 
With  Tom  Dungan  and  Bill  Potter  on 
saxes,  Danny  Wilson  and  Jim  Walker 
wielding  the  axes.  Spud  Hendrix  at  the 
drums  and  Todd  Nelson  on  the  ivory 
88’s,  the  Big  Mama  Thornton  show 
began.  Big  Mama  put  them  together 
and  they  cook  very  well. 

Big  Mama  strides  up  on  stage  in 
white  slacks,  white  shirt  and  two 
rows  of  lace  stitching,  looking  like  a 
graceful  Bobby  Bland.  Twice  his 
smooth  and  control  with  a  set  of 
fabulous  pipes,  she  enters  a  new  world 
as  they  call  her  from  the  audience  to 
join  the  already  rewed-up  band.  Once 
on  she  never  turns  off;  during  the 
course  of  her  set  she  played  harmonica 
and  drums.  When  not  singing  or  play¬ 
ing  she  gives  the  sort  of  dance  lessons 
that  come  only  from  unconscious 
physical  response. 

Into  “Rock  Me  Baby”  where  she 
tells  you  to 


“ Rock  me,  lake  your  time 
Baby  rock  me  slow 
Aaaah,  rock  me  baby 
Whyn 't  you  rock  ol  Big  Mama 
soloooww.  ” 

How  long  had  it  been  since  we 
heard  a  real  version  of  “Shake  Rattle 
and  Roll?”  Did  you  really  believe  that 
song  could  come  from  a  batch  of  hip- 
cats  with  cowlicks  playing  sax  upside 
down?  Big  Mama  casually  exposes 
those  notes  Aretha  can’t  hack.  A 
quick  shriek,  a  sudden  syllable  or  an 
extended  moan  may  emerge  for  Big 
Mama  delivers  like  no  one  since  Santa. 

Into  Hound  Dog  from  the  archives 
of  elementary  school.  BMT  wrote  it. 
More  soul  than  Elvis  could  buy  at  the 
shop.  There’s  a  category  for  BMT  as 
well  as  for  Elvis.  The  latter  is  into  the 
STAR  bag  and  makes  APPEAR¬ 
ANCES,  while  the  other  lives  for 
music  and  plays  for  the  people. 

I  won’t  tell  you  all  her  tricks.  She 
sang  some  more  numbers  like  “Happy 
Day”  and  “Cindy-Cindy”  and  beat 
a  mean  set  of  drums.  Later  in  chatting 
with  her  she  proved  to  be  as  real  as 
she  looked  from  afar.  Sitting  at  a 
crowded  table  in  the  audience  she 
said  she’d  now  been  in  show  business 
33  years.  She  learned  to  sing  with 
gospel  music  and  considers  that  the 
only  significant  influence.  She  has  two 
fine  albums  out  on  Arhoolie  as  well  as 
a  new  one  coming  on  Decca. 

Ralph  Gleason,  the  grand  guru  of 
rock  says,  “It  made  all  the  arguments 
and  discussions  of  the  blues  irrelevant. 
Big  Mama  was  the  blues.”  Or  as  she 
says  it,  “Will  you  kindly  shoot  me 
over  there  with  that  old  100-proof.” 
If  you  missed  her  you  may  adminis¬ 
ter  a  solid  kick  in  the  rear  to  yourself. 

There  remains  but  one  program  in 
the  Liberty  Hall  blues  series.  This 
week  Mance  Lipscomb  &  John  Ham¬ 
mond,  Jr.,  will  be  playing.  Mance  is 
merely  one  of  the  best.  John  Ham¬ 
mond  has  played  with  Dylan,  Hendrix, 
the  Airplane  and  Spencer  Davis.  He 
has  albums  on  the  Vanguard  and 
Atlantic  labels.  Don’t  miss  ‘em. 

—  John  Lomax 
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J.  Edgar  Hoover  was  watching  Robert  Young  on  T.V. 

When  he  yawned  and  said,  "It's  time  to  rest  poor  me." 

He  went  into  his  bedroom  and  he  shut  and  locked  the  door. 

He  locked  his  closet  and  his  dresser  drawer 

Went  into  the  bathroom  and  locked  the  toilet  lid 

Put  plugs  into  the  taps,  drains  were  covered  with  steel  grid. 

He  locked  the  wall  outlets,  and  then  he  locked  his  keys 
Thought,  "You  got  to  be  a  lock  steppin'  daddy  to  get  past  me." 

He  checked  underneath  and  then  crawled  into  his  bed 
Settled  down  with  his  favorite  tommy  gun  beneath  his  head. 

J.  Edgar's  dreams  were  full  of  doom 

And  he  woke  to  see  Che  Guevara's  ghost  inside  the  room. 

Che  had  come  prepared  from  the  spirit  land 
With  an  army  forty  five  in  either  hand. 

Hoover  looked  at  Che  with  a  condescending  smile 

Said,  "I've  got  to  admire  your  commie  style 

But  if  you  weren't  a  ghost,  you  wouldn't  have  a  chance 

'Cause  you're  some  sort  of  mexican,  I  can  tell  at  a  glance 

And  everybody  knows  you  LATIN  AMERICANS  are  no  good  with  a  gun. 

You  should  have  brought  your  knife,  then  we'd  have  had  some  fun." 
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Che  says,  "I  may  be  a  ghost,  may  seem  to  lack  substance 
But  I've  still  got  friends  in  vast  abundance. 

I’ve  something  to  show  you,  you  prejudiced  old  goat." 

And  he  grabbed  the  collar  of  Edgar's  pyjama  coat. 

Took  him  for  a  chilly  ride  through  the  ether 
To  a  communist  guerilla  camp  in  Puerto  Rico. 

"No, "'said  Hoover,  "it  just  can't  be!" 

"Yeah,"  said  Che,  "you  can  depend  on  me. 

This  camp's  got  two  hundred  million  Puerto  Rican  communists 
Training  day  and  night,  and  not  with  their  fists. 

They're  all  practicing  with  rifles  we  got  in  the  mail 
Two  years  ago  from  the  U.S.,  they  were  'on  sale.' 

And  if  practice  doesn't  make  these  people  marksmen 
We've  paid  Rand  to  make  us  a  special  something. 

Tiny,  transistorized,  guidance  computers 

To  go  in  our  guns  and  make  us  ail  sharp  shooters." 

At  that  point  J.E.  woke  up  in  a  terrible  sweat 
Acutely  aware  of  the  Puerto  Rican  threat. 

And  though  he  still  underestimates  his  fellow  man 
I  hear  he  flinches  when  he  passes  a  brown  skin  man. 

c  Don  Sanders,  1971 


“Investigation  of  a  Citizen  above  sus¬ 
picion,"  starring  Gian  Maria  Volonte 
and  Florinda  Bolkan.  Produced  by 
Daniele  Senatore  for  Vera  Films.  Dis¬ 
tributed  by  Columbia  Pictures.  Made 
in  Italy  by  Elio  Petri.  Now  showing 
at  Bellaire  and  Park  II  Theaters. 

I  don’t  go  to  movies  very  much  any¬ 
more.  First,  there’s  that  old  Space 
City!  salary:  it  doesn’t  allow  for  too 
much  galavanting  around.  No  sirree. 
Also,  there’s  the  movies  themselves. 
You  generally  can’t  find  anything  that 
looks  like  it’s  worth  wasting  the  time 
and  green  stuff  on. 

But  lately,  things  have  been  looking 
up.  Scanning  the  amusements  page  of 
the  Houston  Chronipost,  you  note  a 
good  handful  of  movies  that  appear  at 
least  worthy  of  second  glance.  Like 
“Mephisto  Waltz”/ “THX  1138”/“An- 
dromeda  Strain.”  Like  “Little  Mur¬ 
ders.”  Like  “Husbands”  (any  movie 
with  Ben  Gazzara,  Peter  Falk  and  John 
Cassavetes  has  got  to  be  at  least  well- 
acted).  And  such  holdovers  as  “Diary 
of  a  Mad  Housewife”,  “Women  in 
Love”  and  “The  Great  White  Hope.” 

But  if  I  had  to  pick  one  (and  grant 
you  I  haven’t  seen  them  all),  it’d  be 
the  Italian  film  “Investigation  of  a 
Citizen  above  suspicion.”  It  won  this 
year’s  Cannes  Film  Festival  special 
grand  prize  and  Italy’s  top  film  laurels, 
and  was  cited  as  best  foreign  film  in 
this  year’s  Academy  Awards.  And  it’s 
good. 

It’s  been  compared  to  Z,  and  there 
are  resemblances.  But  it’s  less  explicit 
and  more  Italian.  It’s  Italian  because 
it’s  a  highly  complex  psychological  stu¬ 
dy  of  degeneracy.  It’s  like  Z  because 
it’s  a  scathing  attack  on  fascism. 

“Investigation  of  a  Citizen”  is  about 
Power  and  how  it  corrupts.  The  pri¬ 
mary  victim  of  Power  madness  is  a 
big  Italian  police  figure:  the  chief  of 
homicide  recently  transferred  to  head 
up  the  red  squad.  He  is  brilliantly  por¬ 
trayed  by  Gian  Maria  Volonte. 

Our  anti-hero  murders  his  beautiful 
mistress  (Florinda  Bolkan),  because 
she  “systematically  made  a  laughing 
stock  of  me.”  He  murders  her  in  bed, 
leaves  obvious  clues  to  his  identity, 
then  returns  to  police  headquarters 
where  there  is  an  impromptu  celebra¬ 
tion  in  honor  of  his  promotion  to  chief 
of  political  intelligence.  The  cham¬ 
pagne  he  has  brought  with  him  from 
his  victim’s  kitchen. 

The  whole  thing’s  mind  games.  He 
thinks  he’s  invincible,  above  the  law, 
and  plays  with  his  fellow  cops,  tryingi 
to  make  it  more  and  more  obvious 
that  he  alone  could  have  been  the  mur¬ 
derer.  But  he,  of  course,  is  a  “citizen 
above  suspicion.” 


And  there’s  the  games  between  him 
and  the  woman  he  kills,  shown  in  flash¬ 
backs  and  dream  scenes  throughout  the 
movie.  Herein  lies  the  sexual  dynamic 
of  Power.  He  takes  a  series  of  morbid 
pictures  of  her  as  fantasized  murder 
victims,  bizarre  tales  in  bizarre  settings. 
And  the  irony  is  piled  on  thick. 

She  baits  him  about  his  Power  as  a 
cop.  She  goads  him  into  going  through 
a  red  light.  (“You  could  commit  any 
crime  you  want  .  .  .”)  She  says  he 
dresses  like  a  waiter,  and  carefully 
slices  up  his  tie  with  a  scissors.  I 
could  murder  you  with  my  own  two 
hands.  .  .”  he  says.  But  it’s  only  part 
of  the  game.) 

She  calls  him  a  child,  a  baby.  “You 
shouldn’t  have  said  that.”  His  face 
grows  twisted  and  red.  “The  others 
are  the  children!”  He  discovers  she  has 
been  doing  a  scene  with  Antonio,  the 
guy  upstairs,  who,  insult  of  insult,  is  a 
revolutionary,  an  anarchist.  And 
what’s  more,  a  better  lay.  “  You  make 
love  like  a  baby."  she  tells  our  enraged 
Superman. 

Volante’s  insanity  is  developed  bril¬ 
liantly.  His  face  is  this  actor’s  greatest 
tool.  His  ego  oozes  through  the  pores 
of  a  sneer,  of  a  snigger,  of  a  frown. 

And  his  hands.  Brushing  away  a  fly 
or  pinching  the  cheek  of  a  subordinate, 
his  hands  play  masterfully  the  key¬ 
board  of  the  Power  trip. 

This  movie  makes  fine  use  of  all  the 
elements.  The  music  is  pounding, 
rhythmic,  Fellini-like  (I  thought  of  the 
circus  music  at  the  end  of  8 Vi.)  And 
the  photography  is  perhaps  the  most 
impressive.  It  is  always  to  the  point 
and  never  gimmicky. 

If  there’s  any  criticism,  it’s  the  old 
stand-by:  what’s  the  next  step?  This 
movie  lays  out  the  problem  brilliantly, 
but  goes  no  farther.  True,  there  are 
the  revolutionaries,  at  one  point  round¬ 
ed  up  and  brought  in  en  masse  to  be 
questioned  about  a  bombing.  They  are 
exciting,  singing,  chanting  and  pound¬ 
ing  the  air  with  fists. 

But  are  they  the  answer?  They 
look  a  little  too  fanatic.  Maybe  they’re 
into  this  Power  thing  too. 

Maybe  the  hero  is  Antonio,  the  stu¬ 
dent  interloper  in  Top  Cop’s  affair, 
the  one  person  with  the  guts  to  accuse 
him  of  the  murder.  He  sneers  in  the 
cop’s  face,  laughs  at  him,  and  our 
little  Hitler  falls  apart  in  the  inter¬ 
rogation  room.  Maybe  it’s  significant 
that  Antonio  is  specifically  referred  to 
as  an  anarchist.  An  anti- power  trip? 

Anyway,  there’s  no  clear  answers 
here.  But  the  problem  is  layed  out 
with  finesse. 

-Thorne  Dreyer 
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Busted  and  can’t  be  trusted? 
Call  us 

ACADIAN 

ENTERPRISES 

Bail  Bonds  &  Investigation 
224-3126 


For  your  convenience,  we  either  have 
or  can  order  any  book  in  the  Whole 
Earth  Catalog. 


508  LOUISIANA  523  6324 
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'/2.  PRICE  NOW  fePRICE 


SALE 

reg.  $59.99 
now  $30.00 


Granny's  Bargain  Basement 
at  2610  E.  Southmore, 
Pasadena,  G.l.  Surplus  sales  at 
8282  Gulf  Freeway,  Bay  Surf 
Shop  at  2440  Times  (in  the 
Village)  Also  509  E.  Southmore 
in  Pasadena.  The  Hock  Shop, 
7717  Long  Point  at  Wirt, 
Guytronics  3408  Travis,  Zone 
6  at  1717  Westheimer,  The 
Leather  Hut  7217  Hillcroft, 
Impulsive  Water  Beds  1401  Vi 
Travis  .  .  . 


SALE 

reg.  $59.99 
now  $30.00 

A 

\  -  A/  , 
V  /- 


Made  of 
union  carbide 
vinyl 

Jumbo  —  $45 
Round  —  $62.50 
Crib  size  —  $15.00 


529-8417-201?%  5. 5HEPHERD 


SAFE -LEGAL  ABORTIONS 

IF  YOU  HAVE  THE  NEED  AND  DESIRE  TO  TERMINATE 
A  PREGNANCY,  AT  THE  LOWEST  POSSIBLE  COST, 
OR  IF  YOU  JUST  WANT  TO  TALK  TO  SOMEONE. 

CALL  (212)  592-8335 
24  HOURS  A  DAY/CONFIDENTIAL 

AID  Referral  Service 

62-41  YELLOWSTONE  BOULEVARD 
_ FOREST  HILLS,  N.  Y.  11375 _ 


sex  IS  YOUR  BUSINESS 

birth  control  OURS 

We  believe  you’re  entitled  to  your  privacy  when  it  comes  to 
buying  contraceptives,  we’re  a  family  planning  agency  and  we 
offer  you  contraceptives  through  the  privacy  of  the  mails.  We 
specialize  in  men’s  products  (including  two  new  European  im¬ 
ports) — but  we  have  nonprescription  foam  for  women,  too.  And  a 
wide  assortment  of  books  and  pamphlets  to  answer  your  questions 
on  birth  control,  family  planning,  the  population  problem  and 
ecology. 

You  cor.  get  our  illus¬ 
trated  brochure  and  price  list  absolutely  free — and  at  no  obliga¬ 
tion.  Better  yet,  send  us  $5  and  we’ll  ship  you,  postpaid,  a 
deluxe  sampler  package  including  the  brochure,  price  list,  and 
3  each  of  six  different  condom  brands.  And  we’ll  cheerfully 
refund  your  money  if  you're  not  absolutely  satisfied.  Why  wait? 

POPULATION  PLANNING,  ASSOC. 

Box  2S5C-HI  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C.  27514 

Gentlemen:  Please  send  me: _ Your  free  brochure  and  price 

list  at  no  obligation,  -  Deluxe  sampler  package(a)  (remit¬ 

tance  enclosed). 

Name _ _ 

Address  _ 

City _  State _  7-tp 


by  Brian  Grant 

It  is  a  golden  summer  afternoon 
and  the  grass  in  my  backyard  is  reach¬ 
ing  on  its  snakey  stalks  for  sunlight 
amid  the  clover  and  morning  glories. 
From  my  desk,  I  overlook  the  neigh¬ 
bor’s  garden,  where  a  vivid  Monarch 
samples  the  torch  ginger  and  the  roses, 
and  green  chamelions  bask  with  rep¬ 
tilian  delight  on  a  whitewashed  wall. 
Now  the  wind  rises,  and  the  scent  of 
gardenias  mingles  with  the  perfume 
from  the  fresh  magnolia  blossom  in 
the  vase  beside  my  elbow.  I  lift  a  fat 
joint  to  my  lips,  and  Jason,  my  lan- 
gurious  Persian  tom,  lifts  His  head  and 
makes  a  small  noise  to  remind  me  to 
blow  a  puff  in  his  direction.  Nicola, 
sleek  and  golden  eyed,  rises  and  stalks 
disdainfully  away;  not  much  of  a  head, 
Nicola.  It  is  Tuesday,  and  tomorrow 
will  be  Wednesday,  and  I  hope  to  be 
as  idle,  and  as  free,  and  as  stoned,  and 
as  in  love  with  living  then  as  I  am  today. 

The  man  on  the  radio  tells  me  that 
more  hundreds  are  being  arrested  to¬ 
day  in  Washington;  those  who  went  to 
get  arrested  along  with  those  who  went 
for  a  lark:  all  beaten,  shaken  down  by 
bondsmen  and  lawyers,  robbed  and 
mistreated.  When  the  ACLU  gets  them 
out,  they  will  set  about  the  task  of  pay¬ 
ing  off  legal  debts  and  healing  their 
bruises;  no  one  will  help  them,  and  few 
will  care.  Some  of  them  will  be  con¬ 
soled  by  the  knowledge  that  they  have 
been  courageous,  moral,  and  even  no¬ 
ble.  Some  will  feel  vaguely  betrayed 
by  the  lack  of  support  more  tangible 
than  lip  service  from  the  beautiful  peo¬ 
ple,  and  may  even  feel  bitter.  It  doesn’t 
matter:  nobody  really  cares  about  the 
martyred  minority  anyhow.  And  the 
majority  who  escape  the  Mayday  ad¬ 
venture  more  or  less  unscathed  will 
have  a  red  badge  of  courage  to  mount 
between  their  Woodstock  T-shirt  and 
their  Chicago  bloody  shirt.  A  good 
time  was  hg,d  by  all,  or  almost  all.  I 
hope  that  efforts  such  as  this  actually 
help  to  shorten  the  war.  It  would  be 
indeed  a  pity  if  the  only  result  of  so 
heroic  and  expensive  a  gesture  was  to 
provide  cathexis  for  the  libidoes  of  the 
Washington  pigs,  enrich  the  legal  para¬ 
sites,  and  stimulate  the  purchase  of 
more  and  better  anti-riot  equipment 
for  next  time. 

Not  being  a  revolutionary,  I  hesi¬ 
tate  to  offer  tactical  opinions;  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  Vietnamese  would 
have  had  much  more  trouble  with  our 
army  if  they  had  used  open  confronta¬ 
tion  when  so  heavily  outgunned.  If 
you  really  want  to  make  the  Monster 
take  notice,  you  must  attack  not  his 
brain,  which  he  does  not  need  and  sel¬ 
dom  uses,  but  his  wallet.  The  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers  has  spent  over  ten 
million  dollars  constructing  a  dirt  dike 
across  the  Trinity  River  basin  near  Wal- 
lisville.  This  barrier  will  destroy  over 
twelve  thousand  acres  of  estuary 
swamplands  teeming  with  life,  prevent 
the  river  fishes  from  spawning  in  the 
marsh,  and  transform  a  rich  shrimp 
and  food  fish  zone  into  an  ecological 
desert.  All  this  for  the  sake  of  a  reser¬ 
voir  designed  to  cover  20,000  acres 
with  an  average  of  three  feet  of  water! 
Sediments  from  the  Trinity  are  expec¬ 
ted  to  silt  up  so  shallow  a  puddle  in  as 
little  as  15  years!  So  why  should  the 
Corps  destroy  this  rich  and  beautiful 
estuary  for  a  vast  mudpit?  The  best 
theory  I  have  heard  so  far  involves  the 
fact  that  freight  rates  for  trucking  and 
rail  are  lower  for  port  cities  than  for 
inland  cities.  A  Dallas  business  cartel 
plans  to  dig  out  the  entire  Trinity  Riv¬ 
er  for  a  “barge  canal”  which  is  not 
even  intended  to  carry  barges!  The 
mere  existence  of  such  a  canal  would 
alter  some  regulations  about  freight 
rates  in  Dallas;  and  for  the  race  of  the 
Moneypig,  an  improved  paper  position 
and  the  prospect  of  profit  is  incentive 


enough  to  ravage  a  magnificent  river 
and  everything  in  it.  The  Wallisville 
project  is  necessary  as  a  first  step  in 
this  progressive  measure  .  .  .  and  it  can 
be  stopped.  A  commercial  fisherman 
who  loves  the  estuary  and  its  wildlife 
told  me  that  a  few  determined  people 
with  shovels  could  cut  channels 
through  Cedar  Bayou  and  other  tribu¬ 
taries  the  Corps  has  dammed  up  with 
piles  of  dirt.  With  a  little  timing,  and  a 
rainy  night,  the  waters  would  attack 
the  uncompleted  dike  and  wash  out 
ten  million  dollars  worth  of  stupidity 
in  a  single  night;  giving  local  conserva¬ 
tion  groups  a  fighting  chance  to  stop 
the  whole  monstrous  idea  before  the 
mighty  Corps  could  make  the  damage 
irreversible. 

This  is  guerilla  warfare:  seek  the 
enemies  weak  points,  attack  silently 
and  disappear.  It  could  be  particularly 
effective  against  targets  of  obvious  in¬ 
trinsic  evil:  when  the  dike  is  gone,  the 
Dallas  Shelobs  must  emerge  and  as¬ 
sume  the  initiative  in  the  withering 
light  of  publicity,  answering  questions 
such  as  “WHY?”  for  the  first  time. 
Same  goes  for  strikes  against  racist  em¬ 
ployers,  slumlards,  and  similar  clay  pi¬ 
geons. 


Enough  politics.  I  have  to  mention 
dope  every  now  and  then,  or  change 
the  name  of  this  column.  I  had  intend¬ 
ed  to  eat  some  Woodrose  seeds  by 
now,  but  my  motto  for  tripping  is 
“When  in  doubt,  don’t.”  I  didn’t  feel 
too  good  Saturday,  have  been  busy 
since,  and  must  confess  that  I  have  yet 
to  eat  them.  I  promised  Narum  he 
could  print  his  abstract  Woodroses 
this  week,  however,  so  here  is  my  re¬ 
port: 

Hawaiian  Woodrose  is  the  popular 
name  of  a  woody  shrub  grown,  as  the 
name  implies,  in  Hawaii,  and  also  in 
subtropical  climates  up  to  and  proba¬ 
bly  including,  Houston.  It  is  quite  le¬ 
gal  in  Texas  -  so  far  -  and  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  harassing  any  good  florist 
to  order  some  from  California.  Myi 
friend  Mark  paid  $6  per  dozen  clusters, 
if  I  remember  correctly,  and  each  clus¬ 
ter  has  from  four  to  twelve  or  more 
nuts.  The  nuts  are  about  the  size  of 
small  acorns,  mahogany  brown  in  col¬ 
or,  and  each  contain  four  seeds  roughly 
the  size  of  pistaschio  kernels.  The 
9eeds  are  fuzzy,  and  the  fuzz,  which 
is  said  to  contain  various  unpleasant 
chemicals,  should  be  scraped  and  or 
scorched  off  before  the  seeds  are  eaten. 
They  contain,  among  other  things,  a 
little  lysergic  acid  amide,  like  certain 
morning  glories.  Mark  claims  that  4  to 
8  seeds  is  a  trip,  but  Narum  ate  8  and 
felt  that  ‘almost  there’  feeling  one 
gets  when  you  take  half  a  tab  and 
wish  you’d  taken  a  whole  one.  One 
seed  for  each  ten  pounds  of  body- 
weight  would  strike  me  as  a  good  place 
to  start  experimenting. 

If  the  seeds  are  carefully  scraped, 
they  provide  a  good, organic  acid  trip 
without  legal  hassles.  The  plants  them¬ 
selves  are  attractive,  and  make  a  good 
centerpiece  or  ornamental  display,  e- 
ven  after  the  pods  have  been  removed. 

Next  week:  Letters  and  answers,  the 
Dope  Drought,  and  an  introduction  to 
Adventures  in  Inner  Space,  a  continu¬ 
ing  graphic  parable. 


Send  your  questions  and  comments 
about  dope,  life,  liberty  &  the  pursuit 
of  the  elusive  muse  to:  Brian  Grant, 
c/o  Space  City!,  1217  Wichita,  Hous¬ 
ton  77004. 
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Threshold  Records  recording  artists,  Trapeze. 


England's 


Trapeze 


Some  1,400  people  snaked,  pushed 
and  shoved  their  way  May  12  into 
what  was  the  most  impressive  gather¬ 
ing  of  people  at  Of  Our  Own  in  a  long 
time.  All  of  this  to  hear  the  British 
group  Trapeze. 

People  stood  five  rows  back  in  the 
balcony  for  a  chance  to  do  whatever 


you  do  five  rows  back  in  a  balcony. 
Still,  all  in  all,  it  was  fun  having  that 
many  people  all  together  at  once  for 
a  $2  rock  concert.  Only  one  thing 
would  have  made  the  evening  com¬ 
plete  and  that  was  three  good  bands 
instead  of  one  and  a  half. 

Old  Glory,  which  might  have  some 
symbolic  value,  stank.  They  tried 
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several  things  and  almost  none  of 
them  worked.  However,  their  lead 
singer  did  sound  like  Joe  Cocker  in  “A 
little  Help  From  My  Friends.”  Wonder 
what  that’s  worth?  Probably  not  much. 

Saturnalia  did  its  normal  set. 
According  to  Tim  Leatherwood,  co¬ 
manager  of  Of  Our  Own,  they  were 
very  lucky  to  get  Saturnalia.  It  seems 
Tim  Leatherwood,  Saturnalia’s  man¬ 
ager,  just  happened  to  be  in  the  office 
when  Tim  Leatherwood,  the  manager 
of  Of  Our  Own,  was  looking  for  a 
band  to  fill  the  third  spot  on  the  bill; 
which  is  alright  because  Leatherwood 
would  never  cheat  anybody  and 
getting  Saturnalia  to  play  was  not  dis¬ 
honest.  They  are  one  of  the  best  organ¬ 
ized  and  closest  approximations  Hous¬ 
ton  has  to  a  professional  band. 


However,  they  ought  to  learn  some 
more  songs.  Their  present  repertoire  is 
becoming  something  of  a  standard 
joke.  “Well,  how  are  they  going  to 
play  it  tonight?”  They  do  an  exact 
version  of  King  Crimson’s  “21st 
century  Schizoid  Man,”  but  Plato 
didn’t  think  to  highly  of  people  who 
imitated.  Who  wants  a  carbon  copy? 

Which  is  not  to  say  Saturnalia 
doesn’t  create.  They  do.  Craig  Brans- 
field  and  Craig  Beasley  write  some 
fine  songs.  They  are  light  on  melody, 
but  they  have  exciting  arrangements. 
A  typical  encounter  with  their  music 
is  encompassed  in  their  new  song, 
“Long  Legged  Lover.”  It  sounds  like 
five  minutes  of  introduction  and  coda. 
There  is  nothing  in  it  you  can  hum,  or 
Cont.  on  15 
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Cont.  from  14 

even  think  about.  Or  take  “Three  Lost 
Souls.”  Again  the  melody  is  hard  to 
remember  but  the  arrangement  is 
superb.  There  is  something  classy  a- 
bout  Beasley’s  piano  in  the  song  that 
makes  you  wish  Saturnalia  would 
spend  a  little  more  time  writing  than 
practicing.  Sacrificing  polish  for  more 
material  wouldn’t  be  too  much  to 
ask. 

Now  comes  the  space  for  Trapeze 
which  was  the  reason  for  this  entire 
story  anyway,  and  the  crowd  at  Of 
Our  Own.  They  don’t  play  good  old 
rock  and  roll  because  the  old  implies 
something  that  is  not  there.  They  play 
good  rock  and  roll.  Fairly  simple,  but 
Bach  made  a  nice  name  for  himself 
doing  simple  things: 


They  had  trouble  with  their  amp¬ 
lifiers  and  Of  Our  Own  had  trouble 
with  the  sound  equipment,  but  no  one 
had  trouble  with  the  music.  It  was 
designed  to  do  one  thing  —  excite. 
You  had  to  be  awfully  cynical  or  a 
critic  not  to  appreciate  it. 

Trapeze  reminded  you  of  all  those 
musicians  from  groups  like  Cream  and 
Ten  Years  After  who  used  to  be 
musicians  before  they  became  tech¬ 
nicians  (showing  how  many  frets  they 
can  cover  in  the  shortest  period  of 
time).  Mel  Galley,  Glenn  Hughes  and 
Dave  Holland  bear  watching.  There  is 
enough  music  in  the  three  of  them  to 
last  a  lot  of  people  a  long  time  provid¬ 
ing  they  don’t  get  greedy. 

—  John  Wilson 


SOOP  NEW5 :  WE’RE  BACK 


OPEN  TUET  THROUGH  5UN. 

1 1 0  TRAVIS  — w228  25 28 

HEATHERBLACK 

(/t/SrR£WR\EDFROM  EUROPIAN 
TOUR  WITH  SO/V/V  Y$C‘HER 

FREE  APMH5ION  TO  5TA&  &IRL-5 

fEATi/RinemTiorif  beitm  heavy  roo\ 

fllOOPROCK. 

FEATURING  HOUSTON  RDCKGROUPS 
PLAYING  AFTER  THEIR  SIG<5  AT 
OTHER  CLUBS  ~2  AM  THR00C-H5  API 


go  you  ytfix it  to  be 
A  KPOC  S  BpiAi  SIBR/? 


SUHSHUffi 

COMEMJT 


Pvoct’n  ftou.  cuwes- wE'ue  gov  ’ent? 


i 

I 


Elton  John 
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ORGANIC  GARDENING 

Heap  that 
Compost! 


The  compost  pile  or  "heap",  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  decayed  vegetable  matter,  ma¬ 
nure,  plants  and  various  other  wastes, 
is  the  best  and  most  inexpensive  way 
of  improving  the  soil  while  at  the 
same  time  making  your  garbage  bene¬ 
ficial.  Harmless  bacteria  converts  raw 
organic  material  into  humus  which 
provides  an  excellent  place  for  plants 
to  grow. 

A  heap  is  built  of  lawn  clippings, 
weeds  and  left-over  vegetables  which 
can  be  used  in  great  quantity  because 
they  decay  very  fast,  along  with  leaves, 
hay,  sawdust,  cornstalks  and  straw 
which  are  slower  and  require  a  longer 
decomposition  period.  Other  sub¬ 
stances  which  are  used  are  fertilizer, 
clippings  from  trees  and  shrubs  and 
manure  (horse  manure  is  reportedly 
the  best  and  can  be  gotten  for  free  at 
certain  stables  if  you  pick  it  up. 

Materials  which  resist  decay,  dis¬ 
eased  plants  (which  should  be  burned), 
bones,  meat,  grease  animal  fat,  grape¬ 
fruit  or  orange  rinds,  woody  plants, 


twigs,  branches,  weeds  with  ripe  seeds 
and  leaves  from  oak,  beech  or  pine 
trees  should  not  be  used.  (Leaves  and 
rinds  will  not  ruin  the  compost  pile, 
they  merely  need  a  longer  time  to 
decompose. 

PREPARATION  AND 
CONSTRUCTION 

Bacteria  that  thrive  on  both  oxygen 
and  moist  (but  not  damp)  conditions 
are  the  fastest  working  composters. 
Both  air  and  water  must  penetrate 
the  heap  to  obtain  the  best  effects. 
For  this  reason  a  compost  pile  should 
not  exceed  five  feet  and  should  be 
built  in  a  shaded  area.  (It's  not  a 
good  idea  to  build  it  too  near  a  tree 
or  wooden  structure  because  there  is 
wood— rotting  fungi  in  the  wet  com¬ 
post.) 

Form  the  pile  into  a  compact,  reg¬ 
ular  shape  with  the  top  indented  to 
catch  rainwater.  Best  results  are  ob¬ 
tained  by  alternating  vegetable  matter 
with  layers  of  soil,  sod  and  manure. 
To  hasten  decompostion  and  improve 
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UNDERGROUND  TRAVEL  SERVICE 

Traveling  thi*  »ummer?  Plan  ahead-  The 
TRAVELERS  INFORMATION  EXCHANGE  »• 
a  nationwide  network  of  people.  Through  TIE, 
you'll  be  able  to  make  arrangements  for  places 
to  stay,  rides  or  just  getting  together  with  other 
members.  We'll  also  provide  you  with  helpful 
info  that  should  lake  some  of  the  hassles  out  of 
your  trip.  For  further  information  call  or  write: 

(617)  566-3336 

BOX  368  Kenmore  Station 

Boston.  Matt.  02215 


the  quality  of  the  compost,  add  to 
each  layer  a  sprinkling  of  ground  lime¬ 
stone,  phosphate  rock,  bone  meal, 
blood  meal  tankage  or  sewer  sludge. 
These  things  can  be  obtained  at  a  nur¬ 
sery  or  garden  shop. 

When  your  pile  has  reached  the  de¬ 
sired  height  (remember  the  indenta¬ 
tion  on  the  top)  cover  it  with  a  layer 
of  top  soil.  Sir  Albert  Howard,  the 
original  developer  of  today's  refined 
composting  techniques,  recommends 
1/8”  of  urine  soaked  soil  for  the  cover¬ 
ing.  You  may  just  want  to  use  a  hea¬ 
vier  layer  of  plain  top  soil  to  control 
moisture  and  odor  if  you  live  on  a 
small  city  lot. 

As  your  first  pile  decomposes  you 
can  start  another  one  to  have  a  con¬ 
stant  supply  of  humus. 

One  woman  —  who  had  a  small 
yard  —  dug  a  hole  and  threw  her  gar¬ 
bage  in  each  day,  covering  it  with  a 
cup  of  lime  and  fresh  dirt  each  time. 
This  is  another  easy  and  sanitary  way 
to  dispose  of  garbage  and  have  rich 
soil. 

MAINTENANCE 


polyethylene  and  weight  the  plastic 
on  all  sides  to  prevent  from  blowing 
away.  This  polyethelene  eliminates 
the  necessity  of  turning  and  watering 
the  pile  and  -  by  holding  moisture  in 
and  absorbing  heat  from  the  sun  —  en¬ 
courages  anaerobic  (air-less)  decomp¬ 
osition. 

If  no  new  material  is  added  the 
compost  will  be  ready  after  about 
nine  months  to  one  year. 

USING  THE  COMPOST 

The  compost  can  be  used  when  it 
is  crumbly  in  your  hand  and  has  the 
appearance  of  dark  rich  soil.  It  is 
ideal  as  potting  soil  for  house  plants 
and  for  starting  young  seedlings.  A 
small  amount  added  each  year  to 
flower  beds  will  help  keep  them  in 
good  condition. 

For  garden  use,  compost  may  be 
applied  just  as  it  is  taken  from  the 
well-rotted  heap.  In  makinq  pot¬ 
ting  soil  or  filling  greenhouse  benches, 
it's  best  to  screen  compost  through 
1/2"  wire  mesh  to  remove  stones, 
sticks  or  coarse  material. 


As  the  materials  decompose,  the 
silt  will  grow  smaller.  It  should  be 
kept  moist  by  occasionally  watering 
if  rain  water  is  not  frequent. 

Aerobic  Method 

After  about  three  months,  your 
compost  pile  should  be  "turned"  to 
thoroughly  mix  the  layers,  put  the 
outside  materials  into  the  middle  and 
allow  a  fresh  supply  of  air  into  the 
center  for  the  aerobic,  or  oxygen 
hungry  bacteria.  Every  time  new  com¬ 
post  is  exposed,  it  should  be  covered 
with  soil  or,  if  an  alkali  humus  is  pre¬ 
ferred,  lime.  The  materials  will  then 
decay  uniformly. 

Anaerobic  Method 

After  the  three  month  period,  cov¬ 
er  your  heap  with  a  sheet  of  black 


Decayed  compost  improves  the 
quality  of  any  soil  to  which  it  is  added. 
With  compost,  sandy  soil  retains  more 
moisture  and  heavy  clay  mellows  and 
becomes  easier  to  handle.  It  helps  re¬ 
tain  moisture,  increases  humus  con¬ 
tent,  supplies  plant  food,  allows  air  to 
enter  the  soil,  prevents  crusting,  re¬ 
duces  erosion,  controls  soil  tempera¬ 
tures,  lessens  evaporation  and  dis¬ 
courages  weeds.  It's  a  heap  of  help 
for  the  gardener. 

—  James  Stout 
Mother  Earth  News 
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THEATER 


PHONE 


Weds  —  The  Great  American  Dream  Ma¬ 
chine,  7:30pm 


Channel  11 

May  21  —  There's  No  Business  Like  Show 
Business,  Marilyn  Monroe,  Ethel  Mer¬ 
man,  10:30pm. 

May  21  —  The  Adventures  of  Sherlock 
Holmes,  Basil  Rathbone,  12:30pm. 

May  23  —  The  Three  Worlds  of  Gulliver, 
lpm.  , 

May  25  —  April  Love,  Pat  Boone  at  his 
(best?),  10‘30pm 

May  27  —  Demitrius  and  the  Gladiators, 
10:30pm. 

Channel  2 

May  23  —  Santiago,  Alan  Ladd  plays  a 
dynamite  juggler,  11pm 

May  23  —  Hiro,  explores  the  effects  of 
the  bomb  on  Japan’s  youth,  7am 

May  23  —  Count  of  Montecristo,  Mr. 
Magoo 

May  23  —  In  the  Good  Old  Summer 
Time,  Van  Johnson,  Judy  Garland, 
2:30pm 

May  24  —  The  Psychiatrist,  Roy  Thinnes 
of  The  Invaders  fame,  8pm 

also  from  12:15  to  12:18pm,  Black  Hi¬ 
story,  Adam  Clayton  Powell  (you've 
got  to  be  kidding  —  3  minutes?) 


Sundays  in  May  —  The  Possessed,  Dos¬ 
toyevsky's  play  based  in  pre-revolu¬ 
tionary  Russia. 

RADIO 

Pacifica  KPFT-FM  90.1 

Sundays  —  Strung  Out,  country,  blue- 

grass,  chamber  music,  flamenco,  9-1  lam 
Mon-Fri  —  Life  on  Earth,  conversational 
news,  6pm 

Tues  —  Esoterix,  3-4pm 
Weds  —  Pop  Music  From  India,  7:30pm 
Thurs  —  American  Women,  2:30pm 
Thurs  —  Public  Affairs,  9pm 
Sat  —  Free  School,  11:30pm 
Sat  —  H.H.  Hollis  reads  science  fiction, 
some  of  his  own,  and  some  not,  6pm 

Liferaft  Note:  Wednesday  night  or  Thurs¬ 
day,  if  the  microthon  is  still  going  on,  Jeff 
will  play  a  whole  night  of  Janis  Joplin, 
Tracy  Nelsbn  and  Mother  Earth.  Whyn't 
you  do  it  even  if  the  microthon  isn't  still 
going  on,  Jeff?  11pm 


Channel  13 

May  29  —  Good  Old  Nashville  Music, 
Tammy  Wynette,  Charley  Pride,  8pm 


KAUM-FM  96.5 

Sun  —  Chicanas  and  Chicanos,  8pm 
Black  Insight,  8:30pm 


-CUP  ANO  SAVE 


LOW  COST,  SAFE,  LEGAL 

abortion 

IN  NEW  YORK 
SCHEDULED  IMMEDIATELY 

212490-3600 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

PROFESSIONAL  SCHEDULING  SERVICE.  Inc. 
S4S  Fifth  An.,  New  York  City  10017 

- —There  >s  a  fee  for  our  service - 

ASTROLOGY 

Natal  (and/or  progressed)  charts 
available  by  appointment.  Also 
Tarot  readings. 

E.F.  Lacy  III  4026  Bluebonnet 
668  3107 


SPACE— IN  listings  are  free.  If  you 
have  information  which  should  be 
included,  please  submit  it  by  Thurs¬ 
day  for  publication  the  following 
Tuesday.  Call  Suzi  or  Michele  days' 
at  526-6257  or  mail  to  Space-In, 
1217  Wichita,  Houston  77004. 


REUBHEU) 

FOR  REAL  PEOPLE 
Organically  grown,  stone  ground, 
whole  wheat 

Green  Acres  Organic  Foods 
1338  Westheimer,  Houston 

5  HAVE  CHILDREN  WHEN  | 
YOU  WANT  THEM! 


»  Planned  Parenthood  Center 
S  3512  Travis  Street 
5  Phone:523-7419 
-  All  types  of  birth  control  services  “ 
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ACLU .  524-5925 


ALLEY  THEATRE 

May  20  thru  June  29  -  DIAL  M  FOR 
MURDER.  Call  228-9341  for  times 
and  prices. 

May  21-29  —  TANGO  tickets  on  sale 
now.  Call  528-551 1. 

(Old  Alley,  709  Berry  Ave) 

May  15  and  May  22  —  TOM  SAWYER’S 
TRIP  ABROAD,  2pm  and  4pm,  $1 
for  young  people,  $2  for  big  people. 
Box  office  opens  11-6  Mon  thru  Fri 
at  709  Berry,  526-2261. 

May  29  —  YELLOW  BRICK  ROAD,  the 
Alley's  training  wing  for  young  people 
presents  this  play  in  which  Dorothy, 
Tinman,  Scarecrow  and  the  Cowardly 
Lion  go  to  see  the  Wizard  of  Oz  and 
meet  Peter  Pan,  Cinderella,  Alice  in 
Wonderland  and  many  more.  11am 
and  4pm,  children  $1,  adults  $2. 
Tickets  at  box  office  at  709  Berry 
Mon  thru  Fri,  11-6,  526-2261. 
t  t  t  t  t  t 

Saturdays  in  May  —  ROBINHOOD,  story 
of  young  man  who  takes  from  the 
rich  and  gives  to  the  poor  without 
hindrance  from  U.S.  Marines  (fantasy) 
Houston  Music  Theatre,  2  pm,  $1  and 
$2,  771-3851. 

May  22  —  Last  performance  of  VIEW 
FROM  THF  BRIDGE.  Jewish  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  5601  S.  Braeswood, 
8:30pm,  $2 


CRISIS  HOTLINE .  228-1505 

DRAFT  COUNSELING .  526-0030 

FAMILY  CONNECTION .  523-6825 

FOOD  STAMP  OFFICE .  227-6371 

HOUSTON  COMMITTEE  TO 

END  THE  WAR .  729-8840 

INLET  DRUG  CRISIS .  526-7925 

,  KAUM 

SWITCHBOARD .  748-3980 

STUDIO  LINE .  .  748-4801 

KAUM  NEWS .  748-1479 

KIOI .  222-8103 

LETTUCE  BOYCOTT .  522-8142 

LIBERTY  HALL .  225-6250 

NOW .  623-4380 

OF  OUR  OWN .  526-6996 

OPERATION  BREADBASKET.  .224-9057 

PACIFICA  (KPFT) . J1-4000 

PAPELCHICANO . ^26-2735 

PEACE  CENTER . ’  .V-700 

PLANNED  PARENTHOOD  ....  523-7419 
PROBLEM  PREGNANCY  .  .  523-5354 

SPACE  CITY? .  526-6257 

SWITCHBOARD .  526-3666 

SWP  CAMPAIGN .  741-2577 

UNIVERSITY  OF  THOUGHT  .  526-7743 

VO  CLINIC .  222-4201 

VOICE  OF  HOPE .  228-9714 


t  t  t  t  t  t 

MUSEUM  OF  FINE  ARTS,  Tues  thru  Sat 
9:30-5:30,  Sun  noon-6. 


thru  June  13  —  University  of  Kansas  ex¬ 
hibit. 

thru  May  30  — Spring  Art  Festival. 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts  is  now  planning  its 
summer  classes,  which  will  be  free.  Call 
526-1361  for  more  info. 

t  t  t  t  t  t 

The  Peanut  Gallery  is  an  unusual  and  new 
gallery  located  at  2003  Grant  (behind 
Texas  Art  Supply),  which  deals  primarily 
with  work  done  by  Houstonians.  Stop  by 
and  see  it. 

Okra  Press  is  an  art  magazine  which  focus¬ 
es  each  issue  on  a  different  artist  or  art 
form.  Subs  are  $5-$10.  For  more  info 
drop  by  306  W.  Drew  —  they  need  your 
help. 


ART 

RICE  UNIVERSITY  ART  GALLERY, 
Tues  thru  Sat  10am-6pm,  except  Thurs 
10-10,  Sun  l-6pm. 

May  22-Aug  31  —  an  exhibition  designed 
for  a  child's  imagination,  combining  sev¬ 
eral  cultures  in  various  media. 

May  22-Aug  31  —  The  Print  Club  exhib¬ 
ition  of  prints  and  old  woodcuts,  etchings, 
engravings  and  posters.  Items  will  be  for 
sale. 

thru  May  22  —  Annual  Student  Exhib- 
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MUSIC 

OF  OUR  OWN,  University  &  Kirby 

May  20-22  —  Return  of  Little  Feat  from 
California  with  John  Bartlett’s  group 
from  Austin.  8pm,  $1.50  Thurs,  $2.00 
Fri  and  Sat. 

Coming  the  end  of  May  —  Demain 
t  t  t  t  t  t 

COLISEUM 

May  20  —  Elton  John.  8pm,  $4,  $5,  $6. 
t  t  t  t  t  t 

LIBERTY  HALL,  1610  Chenevert 

May  20-23  —  John  Hammond  and  his 
band,  Mance  Lipscomb.  $2  Thurs  and 
Sunday,  $2.50  Fri  and  Sat. 
t  t  t  t  t  t 

MUSIC  HALL 

June  26  —  Mother  Earth  and  the  Doobie 
Brothers.  8pm,  $2.50. 

May  20  —  Wagner’s  "Die  Meistersinger 
Overture”  will  be  performed  at  the 
Jewish  Community  Center  by  the 
Houston  Civic  Symphony,  conducted 
by  Robert  Linder.  Other  selections 
are  Enisco’s  "Roumanian  Rhapsody," 
Hansen’s  "Romantic  Symphony"  and 
Glika's  "Russland"  and  "Lundmilla." 
8:30pm,  call  729-3200. 

unclassifieds 


GREEN  APPLE,  a  club  featuring  all  cur¬ 
rent  popular  music,  rhythm  and  blues  and 
some  country  wi|l  hold  a  free  grand  open¬ 
ing  Fri  and  Sat  nights  8pm  to  2am.  The 
club  will  be  open  Tues,  Wed  and  Thurs 
nights  for  $1 ;  $2  on  weekends.  They  will 
specialize  in  Ripple  and  apple  wine,  and 
will  be  open  to  all.  Located  at  520  Thorton 
Some  time  in  June  —  Cat  Stevens. 

June  21-28  —  Celebration  of  Life,  a  rock 
festival  on  a  Mississippi  River  island  with 
such  groups  as  It's  A  Beautiful  Day,  Sly 
and  the  Family  Stone,  Pink  Floyd,  Canned 
Heat,  Chambers  Bros,  B.B.  King,  Ravi 
Shankar,  Amboy  Dukes,  John  Lee  Hooker, 
Ike  and  Tfna  Turner  Review,  Richie  Hav¬ 
ens,  Melanie  .  .  .  and  more.  Eight  day 
tickets  (including  ferry  boat)  are  $28; 
three  day  tickets,  $20.  No  tickets  sold 
after  June  15  (so  they  say).  Workshops 
will  be  held  in  most  major  handicrafts. 
Publicity  starting  soon  in  Houston;  no 
other  ticket  info  available  yet. 
t  t  t  t  t  t 

MILLER  THEATER.  Hermann  Park 
May  23  —  Country  and  Western,  8:30pm 
free  (all  the  Miller  Theater  events  be¬ 
low  are  free). 

June  6,  8,  10,  13  —  Houston  Symphony 
Orchestra,  8:15pm. 

June  12  —  Jazz  and  Dixieland  Music, 
8:30pm. 

May  19  —  Young  Artists  Concert,  8pm. 

May  20  —  Frank  Young's  Can  Can  will 
begin  rehearsal. 


‘51  Chevy  pickup,  good  body,  clutch, 
trans,  brakes,  bad  engine.  $50.  526-5293. 


Strong,  ambitious  freak  needs  job.  Will 
do  any  work  except  cut  my  hair.  1338 
Riggs.  697-1589. 


Free  kittens.  Come  by  and  see  them  at 
1716  West  Main,  number  4. 


Guitar  or  bass  guitar  instructions,  $3175 
per  hour.  Call  Michael  Spear,  498-6210. 


Free:  two  kittens,  call  or  come  by:  3420 
Mt.  Vernon,  apt  4,  528-6871. 


Needed:  electric  stove,  refrigerator  and 
hot  water  heater  for  someone  who  is 
taking  four  boys  to  the  country  this 
summer. 


Need  ride  to  Colorado.  Will  pay  share  of 
gas.  Call  Karen  at  521-0053. 


For  Sale:  Unique  Siamese  kittens,  3  fe¬ 
males,  3  weeks  old.  Call  523-6905. 


Wanted:  good  VW  microbus,  any  year.  I 
have  $600  now  and  may  have  a  little 
more  by  the  time  this  ad  runs.  Rick  Arm¬ 
strong  771-7856. 


Need  ride  to  Denver  around  end  of  May. 
Will  share  expenses.  522-2088,  room  226 
and  ask  for  Jeff. 


Stolen:  10-speed  blue  Atala  boy's  bike. 
Ripped  off  from  1706  Sunset.  Please  call 
526-7801  if  you  should  see  it. 


Cross  Country  Bike  Trip  —  Anyone  who 
is  interested  in  traveling  by  bicycle  to 
California,  call  926-7235,  Ask  for  Linda. 


Super  talented  freak  wants  to  form  her 
own  rock  group.  If  interested  call  any¬ 
time  atfer  6pm.  Will  also  join  already  es¬ 
tablished  group.  528-7532. 

Need  ride  to  Iowa  or  vicinity,  share  gas, 
driving,  Ross  1-293-6237. 

Wanted:  medium  size  inexpensive  dog 
house  for  medium  size  inexpensive  dog. 
Call  Thorne  at  Space  City!  526-6257.  3 


*63  Van.  good  shape,  $400  or  best  offer. 
697-1589.  Ask  for  Ceasar. 
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INS  &  OUTS 


May  19  —  Judaism  as  a  dynamic,  a  lec¬ 
ture  by  Dr.  Mordecai  M.  Kaplan,  author 
of  "A  New  Approach  to  the  Problem  of 
Judaism."  Call  729-3200. 

University  of  Thought  opens  June  14. 
Catalogs  will  be  available  late  this  month 
at  the  U  of  H  and  at  the  Council  on 
Human  Relations.  3505  Main.  Some  of 
the  courses  to  be  offered:  Yoga,  Intro¬ 
duction  to  Poverty  Law,  Photography, 
the  Occult,  Auto  Mechanics,  English  as  a 
second  language  for  Spanish  speaking 
people,  Aquarian  Life  Signs,  Intermed¬ 
iate  Classical  Guitar,  Frisbee,  Women's 
History,  Criminal  Psychology.  No  reg¬ 
istration  fee,  anyone  is  eligible.  Classes 
will  be  held  in  the  Third  Ward  area  and 
at  the  U  of  H. 

Debby  Leonard,  Socialist  Workers  Party 
candidate  for  mayor,  is  having  a  benefit 
barbecue.  Beef,  beans,  salad,  drinks.  $5 
per  couple,  $3  single.  Call  741-2577  for 
date  and  place. 

May  22  —  Ecology  Bike  Ride  —  meet  at 
the  hill  in  Hermann  Park  at  2pm. 
American  Refugee  Service  —  American 
Deserters  Committee  has  opened  a  new 
hostel  to  aid  American  refugees.  Food 
and  lodging  are  available  without  charge. 
3625  Aytmer  St,  near  the  Yellow  Door 
Cafe  in  Montreal. 

Potluck  Dinners  every  Monday  night  for 
people  interested  in  non-violent  direct 
action.  Call  the  Peace  Center  227-4000. 
Gay  Liberation  Front  has  meetings  every 
Tuesday  night  at  the  University  Center, 
University  of  Houston,  8pm. 


Sunshine  Collage  is  planning  a  Greater 
Houston  Civic  Association  to  generate 
political  pressure  for  the  return  of  free- 
concerts  to  Milby  Park.  Call  Switchboard 
526-3666. 

Space  City!  needs  people  to  help  with 
taking  papers  to  various  distribution  spots, 
mailing  and  subscriptions  —  a  few  hours 
every  Tuesday.  Call  Bobby  526-6257. 

The  Alley  Theater  will  hold  auditions 
and  interviews  for  people  who  have  a 
desire  to  become  part  of  their  professional 
organization  —  thru  May  22.  Thirty  will 
be  selected  to  compete  for  different  pos¬ 
itions.  Candidates  must  be  fully  trained 
in  theatrical  arts,  with  college  training 
completed  by  Sept.  ‘71. 

La  Jaibita  —  a  good,  fairly  inexpensive 
restaurant  serving  Mexican  food  and  sea 
food.  Check  it  out.  1917  N.  Maip. 

FILMS 

The  Universities'  film  series  are  discon¬ 
tinued  until  Fall  or  The  Revolution  — 
whichever  comes  first. 

MAD  DOGS  AND  ENGLISHMEN,  Joe 
Cocker,  Leon  Russell  and  friends,  Mem¬ 
orial  Theater,  Memorial  Shopping  Cntr, 
1:10-3:15-5:30-7:40-9:45.  465-5258. 

THE  MEPHISTO  WALTZ,  Gaylynn  The¬ 
ater,  Sharpstown  Center,  1:50-3:45-5:40- 
7:45-9:40.  771-1261. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  A  CITIZEN  A- 
BOVE  SUSPICION.  (See  Review  this 
issue),  Bellaire  Theater,  4020  Bellaire 
Blvd,  1:00-3:00-7:05-9:05.  664-0182. 
THX  1138,  Windsor  Cinerama,  Rich¬ 
mond  Ave  at  610,  5:50-7:30-9:10- 
622-2650. 


Space  City1  Unclassifieds  are  free.  Fill  out  this  form  and  mail  to  Space 
Ci cy * .1 2 1 7  Wichita.  Houston  77004.  Preference  given  to  service  and  non- 
pi  of  it  ads.  We  don't  accept  ''sex  ads.”  We  believe  that  far  from  character 
izmg  a  fiosition  of  sexual  liberation,  they  are  frequently  exploitative  of 
sexuality,  especially  that  of  women.  (Not  all  of  them  are  exploitative  of 
course,  but  we  don't  know  any  simple  guideline  for  determining  which  are 
and  which  aren't,  we  don't  have  the  time  or  energy  to  debate  every  ad.) 
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BASIC  ONION  SOUP 

Melt  one  cube  butter  (or  comparable  amount  of  oil  —  but  butter  is  better)  in 
a  heavy  pot  and  saute  until  browned,  4  large  or  6  medium  onions  and  1  clove 
minced  garlic.  Then  add  4  cups  water  or  drained  vegetable  stock,  1  bay  leaf,  2 
tablespoons  Worchestershire  Sauce,  'A  teaspoon  black  pepper,  1  teaspoon  salt 
and  1 A  cup  of  finely  chopped  celery  (use  tops  if  available)  Vi  teaspoon  tarragon 
(optional)  and  simmer  15  minutes.  Remove  bay  leaf,  add  more  salt  and  pepper 
to  taste  if  desired  and  serve.  Top  with  whole  wheat  bread  toasted  lightly  with 
garlic  butter  and  sprinkle  with  grated  parmesan  cheese.  Also  for  added  color  you 
can  pop  in  4  minced  parsley  sprigs  right  before  removing  from  the  fire. 

For  a  cream  of  onion  soup  use  3  cups  of  water  to  cook  with  and  add  1  cup 
of  thick  reconstituted  dry  milk  (be  sure  it  is  mixed  well  and  has  no  lumps)  5 
minutes  before  removing  from  the  heat. 

ESCALLOPED  ONIONS 

Take  eibht  good  sized  onions,  peel,  slice  and  just  cover  with  water.  Boil  in 
covered  pot  until  transparent.  Drain,  saving  cooking  water.  Butter  a  baking  dish. 
Put  in  a  layer  of  onions  with  salt,  pepper  and  bits  of  butter, 'then  a  layer  of  fine 
bread  crumbs  with  a  little  butter.  Continue  layer  pattern  until  dish  is  full  having 
crumbs  at  top.  Add  powered  milk  to  cooking  water,  stir  until  free  of  lumps  and 
gently  pour  over  the  layered  dish  until  covered.  Put  on  a  lid  and  bake  15 
minutes  in  a  hot  oven  (375).  Remove  cover  and  continue  baking  (about  5 
minutes)  until  top  is  golden  and  brown. 

For  variety  add  a  layer  of  grated  cheese  before  adding  the  layer  of  crumbs. 


HONEY  ONIONS 

Select  small  white  onions,  peel  and  place  in  sauce  pan.  Cover  with  water  and 
gently  boil  about  15  minutes  until  tender.  Drain  onions  (save  water  for  cooking 
stock)  melt  1  cube  butter  in  heavy  skillet  and  blend  in  Vi  cup  honey.  Add  the 
drained  onions  and  roll  them  around  until  completely  glazed. 

For  variety:  saute  Vi  green  pepper  cut  in  strips  in  butter  before  adding  honey. 
Also:  pineapple  chunks,  sun  flower  seeds,  raisins  are  good.  If  desired  add  all  of 
them  for  a  super  dish. 

STUFFED  ONIONS 

Remove  center  from  large  onion  leaving  4-6  outside  layers.  Fill  with  desired 
stuffing  (sauted  mushrooms  with  garlic  are  great,  chopped  pepper  is  good,  also 
any  left  over  or  fresh  sauted  vegetable  you  desire).  Add  salt  and  pepper  to  taste. 
Place  close  together  in  a  buttered  pan  or  casserole,  cover  with  milk  or  tomato 
sauce  and  bake  15  minutes  in  a  hot  (425)  oven.  Grated  cheese  may  be  sprinkled 
on  top  during  the  last  5  minutes.  If  so,  sprinkle  bread  crumbs  on  top  of  cheese. 
(Note:  Any  stuffing  may  be  used  —  small  cherry  tomato  wedges,  a  mixture  of 
nuts  and  seeds,  or  fruits  and  vegetables,  etc). 

ONIONS  IN  SOUR  CREAM 

Either  small  white  onions  or  thick  sliced  rings  of  Bermuda  onions  can  be  used. 
Add  them  to  a  cup  of  heated  sour  cream  mixed  with  'A  teaspoon  salt  and  a  dash 
of  cayenne.  Simmer  until  tender  about  10  minutes. 


SPACE  CITY! 

1217  Wichita 
Houston,  Texas 
77004  (713)526-6257 


_ $7.50  —  For  One  Year 

_ $4.00  —  For  Six  Months 

_ $5.00  —  Servicemen 

_ Free  —  To  Prisoners 
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Onions 


Onions  are  said  to  enrich  the  blood,  are  a  remedy  for  anemia,  also  for  kidney, 
bladder  and  bronchial  problems.  They  contain  iron,  calcium,  phosphorus, 
potassium,  sulpher,  iodine,  vitamins  A,  B-complex  and  D,  and  also  are  usually  a 
pretty  cheap  commodity. 


Dealers 


Buy  'em  for  IOC  Sell  'eiu  for  20C 


SPACE  CITY! 
1217  Wichita 
near  Herman  Park 


BUDGET  TAPES 
1312  College 
in  South  Houston 


SAM  HOUSTON  BOOKS  in  Galleria 


SURF  HOUSE 
1729  W.  34th 
near  Waltrip 

BUDGET  TAPES 
5330  W.  Bellfort 
in  Westbury 


If  you  don’t  live  near  any  of  these  places  and  want  to  sell 
Space  City!,  call  Bobby  at  526-6257  and  maybe  he  can  help. 
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